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A Primer on The Episcopal Church 
 

In recent weeks, the Episcopal Church has received plenty of media coverage in the Chicago Tribune, New 
York Times and local papers. At its annual convention, the Diocese of Quincy voted to separate from the 
Episcopal Church. At nearby Wheaton College, a group of deposed Episcopal bishops and other leaders 
gathered to draft a constitution for a new Anglican province that they hope will replace the Episcopal 
Church in North America. At that gathering, Bishop Robert Duncan from the Diocese of Pittsburgh was 
quoted as saying, òThe Lord is displacing The Episcopal Church.ó 
 
We need to put these and other statements in a proper light. If anything, the Lord is òdisplayingó the 
Episcopal Church and calling it to new energy and strength. But given the news and statements about us, I 
would like to highlight several important facts, some of which are not at all clear from recent reporting: 
 
First, The Episcopal Church (or TEC) is the official Anglican Church in North America. The terms 
òEpiscopaló and òAnglicanó are synonymous. One is not more conservative  or liberal than the other. They 
are the same.  In some parts of the world, Anglicans are known as Episcopalians, such as in the United 
States and in Sudan. In Southeast Mexico and at San Marcos, our companion parish, you will hear both terms 
used. 
 
Second, over the last several years, several dioceses and dozens of congregations have voted to leave TEC 
and in many cases aligned themselves with other Anglican provinces.  If successful, efforts by these ex-
Episcopalians would create a second overlapping Anglican province in North America. It would be 
something of a full circle because this new province would once again be by definition in formal relationship 
with TEC as members of the Anglican Communion. Currently, congregations and dioceses that have left 
TEC are not recognized by the Archbishop of Canterbury and are not officially Anglican by historic 
definition. 
 
Third, TEC continues to hold to the established definition of Anglican identity. The Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral of 1886 and Lambeth Conference of 1888 set forth four key claims of Anglican identity that 
have governed the entire Anglican Communion ever since. These principles are: 1. That the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments are the revealed Word of God, 2.. The Nicene Creed is the sufficient 
statement of Christian Faith, 3. There are two essential Sacraments - Baptism and the Supper of the Lord, 
and 4. That Anglicans are in the Historic Episcopate, with bishops in succession back to St. Peter. 
 
Finally, and the most important thing to say about us is that the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion 
are about Jesus, where Christ is proclaimed Lord and Savior of the world. If your friends or neighbors ask 
you about what is happening in the church, the best thing to do is to invite them to visit St. Markõs, worship 
with us and learn more about our rich liturgical traditions and comprehensive polity that has held together 
conservatives, liberals, Protestants, Catholics and Evangelicals for nearly 500 years. 
 

 
       Yours in Christ, 
       George  

       rector@stmarksglenellyn.org/630-858-1020 
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On the Liturgy 
We are in the midst of the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany, which begins January 6, will last until Ash 
Wednesday which is the beginning of Lent.   The name comes from the  Greek word epiphaneia, 
meaning "manifestation."  Epiphany is the climax of the Christmas season in the Church year, which 
includes the Twelve Days of Christmas,  counted from December 25th until January 5th.  The day  
before Epiphany is the twelfth day of Christmas, and is sometimes called Twelfth Night , an occasion for 
feasting in some parts of the world.  The festival of Epiphany originated in the Eastern, or Orthodox, 
church and later moved to our own Western church.   Along with Christmas and Easter, Epiphany is one 
of the three most important and ancient festivals of the Church. 
 
The clear theme of Epiphany is the manifestation of Christ.  Pivotal events include his appearance to his 
first Gentile believers (the Wise Men) and his manifestation as the Son of God both at his baptism in the 
river Jordan and at his first miracle at Cana.  The best known feature of Epiphany is the visit of the Wise 
Men, also known as the Three Kings or Magi.   
 
Who were the Magi?  They were scholars and pilgrims who came from the East and followed a star to 
visit the young King of the Jews.  Their coming to worship the young Jesus fulfilled the promise in 
Simeonõs blessing that the child Jesus would be "a light for revelation to the Gentiles" (Luke 2:32). In 
Eastern churches it is believed that there were twelve Magi, while in the West the number is set at 
three, corresponding to the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. 2:11).   Tradition has held 
that they were kings, in fulfillment of Ps. 72:11,  "May all kings fall down before him."  They are known as 
Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar; the kings of Arabia, Persia, and India, respectively.   Relics believed to 
be of these kings were transferred from Constantinople to Milan and then to Cologne in the twelfth 
century.   
 
The Collect for Epiphany in the Book of Common Prayer celebrates Godõs work in manifesting his Son 
to the world:   
 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth:  Lead us, who 
know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
What does Epiphany mean to St. Markõs?  Epiphany is a time for focusing on the mission of the Church 
as it shows the world that Jesus is the savior of all people  Christ is at work manifesting himself to this 
broken world through his Church.  Epiphany is an excellent time for us at St. Markõs to focus on the 
mission that we bear to our community, bringing people to a knowledge of the love of God. 
 

 

David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

http://www.cresourcei.org/cy12days.html
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Parish Life 

Blythe 
The ladies of Blythe celebrated Christmas by making Christmas cards that were delivered to St. 
Markõs parishioners with a poinsettia.  We also have been steadily making our way through the 

Gospel of Luke.  We will continue this endeavor at our January meetings which are January 7th and 

January 21st , both Wednesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in Lehman Parlor.  All middle school 
girls are invited to join Blythe.  Any questions can be answered by Blytheõs Leader,  

Tricia Benich at preb9@wowway.com or 545-2388. 

Women to Women 

Women to Women:  Music is an essential component of worship at St. Mark's.  
Join Marsha Webster as she discusses the role of music in worship and leads us 

in singing.  We will gather in the library at 10:00 am Wednesday January 21. 
Hope to see you there. 

NOVA 
NOVA meets Wednesday January 14 at 9:30 am in the library, concluding 

our series on Children and Spirituality.   Parishioner Trey Buchanan, 
who is a Psychology Professor at Wheaton College, will talk to us about the 
phases of development that children go through and how they experience 
and express religion as they develop cognitively and emotionally.    Child-

care will be provided. 

"Yoga with Reeny" Returns! 
Increase strength and flexibility while reducing stress at our gentle weekly yoga class. 

 
Thursdays 9:30 - 10:45 am in Mahon Hall 

January 15 through March 26 
child care available  

 questions?  reenylinstrom@yahoo.com 

mailto:preb9@wowway.com
mailto:reenylinstrom@yahoo.com
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Music News 
 

St. Markõs Choristers are looking for new members!   Kindergarten through Third Grade 
children are invited to participate in this fun choir.  We sing, learn rhythms, play games and talk 

about the music we sing.   Come try us out!  Rehearsals are: 
Wednesdays  4:00 ð 4:45 p.m. 

In the music room 

We will sing in the Epiphany Pageant on January 11 and then once each month until Motherõs Day 
in May. Participation in the Chorister Choir is excellent preparation for moving up to the  

Treble Choir (4th - !2th grades.) 
Questions?  Contact Marsha Webster at 630/858-4816, webster4@ameritech.net 

 

Treble Choir, for grades 4 through 12, meets on Wednesdays at 5:00pm.  New members are 
also welcome for this group any time, no audition required.  Come to a rehearsal and introduce 

yourself! 
 

Calling All Preschoolers!  We need YOU for our Cherub Choir 
Did you know that St. Markõs has a special choir just for preschool aged children?  YES!  Itõs true.  
Do you have a preschooler who loves to sing around the house or at school?  Why not enhance 

their introduction to music by enrolling them in our Cherub Choir? 
Cherub Choir Rehearsals are on  
SUNDAYS  9:15 ð 9:35 a.m. in 

The preschool room with Miss Marsha 
 

Following this rehearsal, the children listen to a Bible story and have time for crafts and free play 

with Mr. Jimmy and his assistants. 
 

Questions?  Contact Marsha Webster at 630/858-4816, webster4@ameritech.net 
 

Treble Choir members, 
¡v|y'^lkulzkh¡z'q|z{'nv{'il{{ly© 

 
Now on the Wednesdays that Blythe and Basement Boys meet, you can stay after choir for 

pizza and some quiet (homework) time before the evening activities begin.  No more 
running back and forth!  Dates for Blythe (Middle School Girls, 7-8:30 p.m.) and Basements 

Boys (5th-7th Grade Boys, 7-8 p.m.):  1/7, 1/21, 2/4, 2/18, 3/4, 3/18, 4/15, 4/29, and 5/13. 
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Adult Ed Notes 
  

We discussed the fascinating world of "Angelology" in our large group adult forum during 
Advent.  Angels are mentioned in the Scriptures three hundred times.  A recent survey 
from Baylor University found that over 50% of the people polled said they had been 

protected from harm by a guardian angel.  Some people in class also related stories about 
incidents that should have led to injury or death, but miraculously didn't.   Some believe a 
supernatural being helped them; others aren't sure.  It is comforting to know that angels 

may be out there, watching over us. 
  

Please join us for snacks at 9:00 a.m. Sunday morning in Mahon Hall.  Large group meets in 
Mahon Hall at 9:20 a.m.; small group meets in the library at the same time. 

Youth Outreach Events 
 

High School Students 
Cathedral Shelter Food Distribution 
Saturday, January 17th.  8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Lunch in Chicago.  Help with the food distribution.  
Limit 8 participants. 
 
PADS at First Congregational. 
Sunday, February 22nd.  6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  Help with dinner and set-up.  Limit 4 participants. 
 
Another outreach project, details to follow: 
Saturday, March 21st. 
 
Middle School Students 
Peopleõs Resource Center Market in Wheaton. 
Saturday, January 24th.  8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  Lunch afterwards at Bells and Whistles.  Help with 
the food distribution.  Limit 8 participants. 
 
PADS at First Congregational. 
Sunday, February 15th.  6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  Help with dinner and set-up.  Limit 4 participants. 
 
Peopleõs Resource Center Market in Wheaton. 
Saturday, March 28th.  8:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  Lunch afterwards at Bells and Whistles.  Help with 
the food distribution.  Limit 12 participants. 
 
Sign ups are required for each event.  You may sign up for one event in a primary spot, and as an 

alternate for the others to give others a chance to participate.  Contact Mother Katie Wright 
with questions:  katiewright@stmarksglenellyn.org or 630-858-1020. 



 

 

PostMark 
January 2009 

Page 6 

Zwypun'^vtlu°z'Yl{ylh{ 
 

Women of St. Mark's!  Save the Weekend of March 20-22, 2009 for Body, Mind, & 
Spirt, St. Mark's Women's Retreat.  You will participate in activities designed to 
restore your whole self--body, mind, and spirit.  Led by women from our own parish, 
you will express yourself creatively through words and photography, move your body 

in yoga, explore your ideas about your relationship with God, talk, laugh, play, and 
relax.  Just pick up a registration form in the narthex and submit with a deposit check 

for $75 (payable to St. Mark's) to the church office or mail to Fiona Miller (address 
on form).   The balance of $125 (double room) or $145 (single room) is due by March 
10.  The retreat takes place at the DeKoven Center in Racine, WI and the fee covers 

two nights lodging plus breakfast on Saturday and Sunday and lunch and dinner on 
Saturday.  Don't miss out on a fun, relaxing, and meaningful weekend!  
Questions? Call Fiona Miller 630-510-3077, nonamackie@sbcglobal.net 

PADS Lunch Program Says Thanks! 
 

We want to let the entire parish know how incredible the following junior high schoolers are at 

making lunch.  If you ever need a bag lunch made, look to Jocelyn, Robyn, Nelson, Julia, 
Megan, Anna, Theo, Brian, Sawyer, Maggie, Cali, Matthew, Cynthia, Frances, 
Olivia, and Anna. 

Also a very big thank you goes out to Rachel Alcorn, Margaret Barclay, Rebecca 
Boskovic, Phyllis Jenkins, Anna Panor, Cecilia Smith, Virginia Vagt and Fiona 
White for providing the needed food supplies that enabled this 7th and 8th grade Sunday School 
class to put together a total of 180 lunches during October, November and December. 
 
We are ready to take sign ups for the months of January, February and March, so please let 
us know (call or email) if you can make a donation of bread, lunch meat, cheese, cookies, chips or 
pretzels, fruit or drinks.  Sign-up sheets will also be outside the office.  Unfortunately, the number 
of  PADS clients continues to rise, so your contributions are much needed. 
 
Many thanks for your support and donations. 
 

Cindy and Andrew Flynn 
notnowkato@gmail.com 

(630) 942-8152 
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Mary shared her feelings with Elizabeth. 
òHow much it meant to share the faith, 

 the fear, and anticipation with a trusted friendéó  
 The Visitation 

 

Ministry of Mothers Sharing (M.O.M.S.) 
By The Rev. Katie Wright, Associate Rector 

 
Seeking and Serving Christ in all persons, including our children.  While we intellectually 

agree with this idea, it is not always easy to do.  How do we strengthen our own spirituality?  
Especially as mothers.  There are so many hats that we women wear, and none of them will fit 
well if we donõt take care of our own heads, hearts and souls.  We are starting a new ministry here 
at St. Mark's Episcopal Church aimed at Mothers and their spirituality.  It is called M.O.M.S., 
which stands for Ministry of Mothers Sharing.  And I would love it if you could be a part of it. 

M.O.M.S.  is an 8-week program where mothers come together to share readings from a 
workbook, pray and discuss issues affecting our lives.    These are three main reasons Iõm excited 
about M.O.M.S. and I hope they speak to you as well: 

I will have a chance to talk with other mothers about the stress of being a mother. 
I will learn how to plan time for myself as I minister to my family. 
I will discover again how being a mother really is a ministry. 

This will be an ongoing peer ministry with sessions taking place (hopefully!) at least twice a year.  
The first session will begin Wednesday, January 28th.  We will meet from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in 
Classroom 202 for seven of the eight Wednesdays.  On Wednesday, March 18th there will be a 
special Celebration Dinner.  Childcare will be provided for all the sessions. 

This program is not just for new mothers.  Groups around the country have included great 
grandmothers all the way to those pregnant with their first.  It is not a parenting class.  The issues 
we will be covering are designed to create in us an awareness of the inner sacred self, while at the 
same time teaching us new ways to inspire, encourage and affirm each other.  This is not just for 
members of St. Markõs!  Please invite your friends and co-workers.  While it is a spiritual program 
one does not need to be an Episcopalian to benefit from it.  It began within the Catholic 
community and has groups active in other denominations.  Please feel free to send a friend even if 
you are not able to attend at this time.  The cost is $35.00 and includes your copy of the book 
MOMS ð A Personal Journal, by Paula Hagen & Vickie Jennett.  Scholarships are available. 

 Look for our brochures or contact me to sign up.  I can be reached at 630-858-1020 
ext. 226 or katiewright@stmarksglenellyn.org.    

I look forward to seeing you on January 28th! 
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Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets  ́by the 
Numbers 

Results for 2008 
 

Thanks to all of you who adopted, shopped, wrapped, packed, loaded, donated money for a 
family, or prayed for the success of this yearõs Cathedral Shelter Christmas Basket program at St. 
Markõs.  A record number of participants (sixty-six St. Markõs families and individuals, plus the 
Daughters of the King and the Young Adults Group) were able to serve a record number of needy 
families:  sixty-nine families (including seniors and homeless) representing 208 people. 
 
Boxes started arriving at church during the week prior to our pick up date of Friday, December 

12th.  When the truck arrived with Fr. Glenn Chalmers, Executive Director of 
Cathedral Shelter, at the wheel and volunteer Jim Lenz manning the clipboard, more than a 

dozen St. Markõs volunteers led by Dan Conawayõs great organizational skills moved 154 boxes 

from the library onto the truck.  And the following day, Jim Hamilton took five boxes of gifts for 
the family of ten adopted by the Young Adults group directly to Cathedral Shelter, as the Young 
Adultsõ group had a òChristmas Basket Wrapping Partyó the previous night. 
 
Thank you again for whatever form your participation took.  You have certainly made Christmas 
brighter and more comfortable for 208 people in need. 
 
To learn more about Cathedral Shelter of Chicago, one of St. Markõs core outreach organizations, 
and their mission, please visit their website at www.cathedralshelter.org. 
 

Ginnie Judd 
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New Icon 
 

Our beautiful Lady Chapel is now home to a new icon.  This image of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and the Christ Child is placed there to serve as a focal point for prayer, meditation and 
devotion. 
 
Icons of the Virgin and Child are some of the most numerous to be found in Christian art.  
Over the years a variety of symbols and styles has developed surrounding this one image, with 
each one representing a different intention or theme.  Our new icon of the Theotokos 
(literally òGod-beareró or òMother of Godó) is done in the style known by the term Odigitria. 
 
Odigitria is an archeological site located near the modern Odigitria Monastery in the 
Asterousia mountains of southern Crete.  It is the oldest of the icons portraying the Mother of 
God.  In the tradition of the Orthodox Church it is the Evangelist Luke who first painted this 
icon.   
 
Translated from Greek, Odigitria means òThe Guideó or òPathfinderó, referring to òthe 
truthful way as a way to Jesusó and is symbolized by the gesture of the Virginõs right hand, 
indicating the Child who rests on her left arm as a makeshift throne.  His right hand is raised in 
blessing, and in his left he holds a special manuscript ð the Law.  This icon is often hanging in 
the most prominent place on the Iconostasian (the screen which separates the Altar from the 
rest of the Church), the òSovereignó place next to the òBeautiful Gatesó (the gates in the 
middle).  She is shown looking royal and guiding us to Christ. 
 
The colors in her clothing are a blue inner garment and a deep red outer garment.  The blue 
signifies that she is full of Grace and the outer garment shows her royal status.  These colors 
also have other meanings, with blue representing humanity and red representing deity.  
Therefore she is dressed as human but clothed with deity, while images of Christ are usually 
the opposite, showing him dressed as deity clothed in humanity. 
 
The Theotokos wears a gold fringe (taken from the Psalms òOn thy right hand stood a Queen 
in gold-fringed garmentsó), which is a symbol of all her virtues.  She can never be painted 
without the three stars on her shoulders and forehead.  They represent that she was a virgin 
before, during, and after the birth of Christ.  The clothing of Christ is a shade of orange with 
gold lines.  The orange is a mix of the colors red, which represents mankind, and gold, which 
represents the Divine. 
  
This icon of the Guiding Madonna was painted (or in icon terminology, òwrittenó) by a nun at 

the convent of St. Elizabeth in Etna, California, and is given by Charles Snider in memory 
of his father. 
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Vestry Meeting Highlights 
November 18, 2008 

Finance:  John Schmuck 

open-plate and pledge payments are balancing each other, and special collections are ahead; 
Campbell Trust draws are $24K above plan (total of $65K drawn since inception); 
PDO income is up because we are now at five days per week; 
Buildings & Grounds maintenance lower than expected, but $8500 insurance also due in 
Nov; 
payroll is in good order, and total expenses are under control. 

Summary:  we are ahead of plan, primarily because of Campbell Trust draws. 

Rectorõs Report: 

Bishop Benito and his wife Anjelica celebrated services with us this past Sunday:  

services presented in Spanish, with Jen and Horacio Chavez translating; 

two new Daughters of the King received:  Jan Novak and Margaret Barclay; 
baptism on All Saints Day:  Sean Patrick Rook; 
Choral Evensong last Sunday evening:  thanks to Charles for the tremendous music; 
Sleep-Out Saturday Nov02:  benefit to Bridge Communities; 

David Funck organized annual Church Cleanup Nov02:  30+ parishioners plus Troop 44 
Scouts; 

Pumpkin Patch raised $5342 for PADS this year ($11,000 for the past two years); Carol 
Simler from PADS will join us at service this Sunday for presentation of the check from St. 
Markõs; 

announcement of the birth of Morgan Jane Ruskusky ð new parishioners, plus one! 

Diocesan Convention:  Danna Gross, Julie Carson, Edith Jacobson, and all St. 
Markõs clergy to attend. 

Giving Campaign:  Joe Campagna / George Smith 

Joe: goal $489,500, current pledges total $326,950: 13 new and 96 former pledgers, total of 
109.  59 families have not re-pledged as of yet, historically representing about $100K; if that 
$100K is forthcoming, we still fall short of the proposed budget by about $60K. 

George:  if the shortfall is $60K, where does it come from?  
possible second request of contributors;  
cut the budget; or 
combination of the two, based on the success of a second request. 

We do not know what a second request would bring, so the parish needs to know what will be 
cut. 
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Suggestions for budget cuts: 
diocesan pledge:  $33K budgeted for 2009; this is funding to the Bishop, his staff, 
diocesan training, formation, youth ministries, and pass-through to the national offices; 
this number is low already for our parishõs size;  
cost-of-living adjustments:  4%, or $6560 budgeted in 2009;  
eliminate line-item for debt reduction:  $10K budgeted in 2009;  
Parish Life expense cuts;  
staff budget reductions:  perhaps as much as $10K;  
staff cut of one FTE (full-time-equivalent):  up to $25K; 
The total of these, if everything were so chosen:  $90K 

George:  second issue to discuss and consider:  a capital campaign to reduce our $2.3M 
mortgage 

possibility of getting a matching grant from the Diocese ð George will discuss with the 
Bishop; 
suggested campaign:  $500K raised by St. Markõs to be matched 1:1 by diocese; 
tie-in with St. Markõs 100th anniversary on Jul19, 2009. 

 

Newcomers:  George passed around list of newcomers from the last six months; suggestion for 
an evening òwomenõs newcomers eventó ð several working women on this list. 

Bylaws Revision:  Elizabeth:  two changes to òbylaws committee recommendationsó to discuss: 

Elizabeth proposed resolution to recommend accepting the language changes suggested by the 
bylaws committee, along with two additional changes:  slate size to be òat least the number of 
vacant seatsó instead of ònumber of seats plus oneó, and ònominated vestry slate to be 
produced by the nominating committee in 45 daysó instead of ò30 daysó; vestry approved the 
resolution unanimously. 

 

Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 

Meet the Candidates 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce the nominations for Vestry and Diocesan 
Delegates, to be elected at our annual meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2009, immediately following 
the 10:30 service. The parish will elect four Vestry members (three-year terms), one Delegate to 
Diocesan Convention, and one alternate Delegate (three-year terms). Warden and Vestry Youth 
Representative positions (1 year terms) are also announced.    The biographies of nominees begin 
on the next page and include all confirmed as of press time for the Postmark; if there are additional 
nominees, they will be posted by December 25 on the bulletin board outside the parish office and 
on our website, stmarksglenellyn.org. 
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David Funck/Senior Warden 
I am fortunate to be the husband of Jennifer Grant and the father of two wonderful girls, Mia (6) 
and Isabel (8), and of two terrific boys, Ian (10) and Theo (12). I work in technical management 
in the software industry. My family and I joined St. Markõs in 1999. We arrived already feeling like 
a part of St. Markõs because my wife had been active in Mother-to-Mother for a few years and 
my mother-in-law, Dr. Myrna Grant, was already a parishioner. 
 
I have served as Junior Warden for the past year, have been a member of the choir for several 
years, and am a storyteller for the Childrenõs Worship program. I recently served as a member 
of the Search Committee. Jennifer teaches Sunday School, and in the past served for several 
years as editor of the PostMark, and director of VBS. Theo and Isabel serve as acolytes. All six of 
us cherish our friendships at St. Mark's. 
 
I consider myself blessed to have found a true church home in St. Mark's. I feel very fortunate to be part of a church 
community that I can wholeheartedly recommend to anyone.  At St. Mark's, I am surrounded by parishioners who seek 
after God, care for one other and the world, are passionate about worship, and who know how to have fun. And we are 
all blessed to be led by a rector as committed and capable as George. I am honored to have been asked to stand for the 
position of Senior Warden, and humbly offer my best efforts to the parish community. 

Kris Baier/Junior Warden 
My husband, David, and I have been members of St. Markõs for 28 years since we moved to Glen Ellyn from Evanston.  I 
was raised in New England in the Congregational ChurchñUnited Church of Christ, and David 
is a cradle Episcopalian from Philadelphia.  Both of our children, Brooke and Charlie, were 
baptized, confirmed and married at St. Markõs.  And now our grandson AJ has been baptized 
here.  I have been involved in many different ministries during my time at St. Markõs.  I have 
been head of VBS, worked on the annual bazaar for many years and recently served 3 years as 
Diocesan delegate where I was able to participate in the election of our new Bishop, Jeffrey 
Lee.  Currently I am a sub-deacon and a Daughter of the King.  Through the Daughterõs of the 
King I am involved in the altar ministry, the funeral ministry, and I head up the wedding ministry.  
Along with Kathleen Leid, I head up the new prayer shawl ministry.  Over the years, there have 
been many changes at St. Markõs, some good times as well as some very sad times.  Right now 
is a very exciting time for St. Markõs as we see what God can do for us and through us with the 
very energetic leadership of George, Katie, and Walter.  I am honored to be given the chance to be your Jr. Warden and 
will do my best to help take St. Markõs in the direction that I believe God is leading us.      

Eric McAlpine /Vestry 
Although our family has only been attending St. Mark's since 2007, Caroline and I immediately felt a connection and 

appreciated the warm welcome that everyone provided.  We have three children (Will, 6; Anna, 3; 
and Katie, 2).  Since coming to St. Mark's, we have been helping teach Lamb's Chapel, and I have 
enjoyed participating on St. Mark's 5-year visioning committee.  I grew up Methodist in Michigan, 
and Caroline grew up Catholic in Texas, Alabama and Kentucky.  We have found St. Mark's and the 
Episcopal church to be a good fit for us.  
 
I am currently senior counsel for intellectual property matters at Zebra Technologies Corporation, 
a manufacturer of hardware and software for automatic identification and supply chain 
applications.  Before attending law school, I was a software engineer in the automotive 
industry.  Caroline, previously a graphic designer, is currently staying at home with our children and 

         enjoys decorating cookies.  
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Cindy Flynn/Vestry 
I was born and raised in Cincinnati and am a life-long Episcopalian.  My husband Paul and I have lived in Glen Ellyn with 
our son Andrew (18) and daughter Abbey (16) for eleven years.  We have been members of St. Markõs for the past five 
years and I currently serve as a Co-Chair of the Giving Campaign and as Adult Coordinator of the 
PADS Lunch Program.  This year, I am also serving on St. Markõs Pre-School Exploration Committee. 
 
I have a Masters degree in Social Work Planning, Policy and Administration and have held a wide 
variety of volunteer positions in School District 41 including PTA President and Music Education 
Foundation Board (MEF) Secretary.  I currently am Glenbard Westõs representative to the D87 ACTS 
(Advocating Character Through Service) Committee and helped to start Glenbard Westõs Field 
Hockey program.  I have enjoyed many seasons on the soccer field in Glen Ellyn coaching both Park 
District house league and travel soccer teams. 

Perry Knutson/Vestry 
I consider it an honor to be asked to serve on the vestry of St. Markõs Church. Iõve been a member of the church for the 
past three years.  My wife, Sue and I have found this to be a wonderful church home.  We often serve as parish hosts at 
the 10:30 service. 
 
Before coming to St. Markõs, we were active members of the Episcopal Church of the Incarnation in Bloomingdale.  
Among the many responsibilities I accepted at Incarnation were:  junior warden, senior warden, bishopõs committee 
member for 10 years, property chairperson, choir member, menõs group co-founder, Sunday 
school teacher, parish host, pumpkin patch coordinator for several years, and St. Nick every 
December. 
 
In addition to volunteer service at church, Iõve also accepted leadership roles in the WestTowns 
Barbershop Chorus and the Bloomingdale Lions Club.  I also belong to the American Legion.  
After College I served in the US Air Force during the Vietnam years. 
 
Iõm retired from Navistar a.k.a. International Harvester after 35 years.  My wife Sue and I live in 
Roselle.  Between the two of us, we have four children and six grand children. 
 
It is with great honor that I look forward to the opportunity to serve St. Markõs as a member of its vestry. 

Kendall Vail/Vestry 
I am a lifelong Episcopalian and have attended St. Mark's for four years.  I have three great children: 
Cooper (grade 5), Grayson (grade 3) and Campbell (grade 2).  I was lucky to stay at home with my 
children until this year.  I am a fourth grade special education aide at Whittier School in Wheaton.  I 
also coach girls lacrosse at Glenbard West High School and the girlsõ youth league in Naperville. 
 
I help Jim Hamilton out with Senior High youth group, as often as I can.  If there were one area I am 
most passionate about, it would be community service and outreach.  I believe St. Mark's is striving 
toward increasing its outreach ministry, and I am proud to be a member of this parish. 

Phoebe Benich/Youth Representative to the Vestry 
I have been an Episcopalian since I was baptized at St. Markõs in 1992.  I have attended St. Marks since 
then and was confirmed in 2005.  At St. Markõs, I am a reader and a member of the Senior High Youth 
Group.  I am a Junior at my high school, Glenbard West, where I participate in Key Club, Eco Club, Am-
nesty International, and Spanish Honors Society.  Outside of school, I play violin through Wheaton College 
Community School of the Arts where I play in "Vivaldi Strings" and other chamber ensembles.  I also am a 
member of the Youth Symphony of DuPage.  I am honored to have been chosen as the youth representa-
tive to the vestry for 2009. 


