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[ol'Z{5'Thyr°z'Wyvnyht'`lhy'Ilnpuz'vu'H|n|z{':7th 
 

A new program year at St. Markõs is just a few weeks away. Beginning on August 30th and continuing 
through the school year, Sundays include: 
 

Worship services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. (with choir) 
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. for children and youth 
Adult formation at 9:15 a.m. 
St. Markõs Caf® (coffee, newspapers and conversation) at 9:15 a.m. 
Nursery available throughout the morning 
Coffee hours following the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services 

 

Everyone is automatically registered for Sunday School. Look for a letter with the information we have 
on file about you and your family. You may make corrections and additions and send them to the office.  
Marsha Webster has done a wonderful job recruiting teachers and preparing the schedule and 
programs for our children. Our curriculum for younger children is òAll Things New.ó  We are offering a 
7th and 8th grade confirmation program led by Paul Flynn and Kim Reed that includes mentor partners 
and a variety of service projects and special events. A high school group will be meet at 9:15 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings, led by Rachel and Chad Alcorn. Two tracks of adult formation will be offered and the 
St. Markõs Caf® resumes. There is a lot going on ð and truly something for everyone. 
 

St. Markõs Open House on August 9, 16 & 23 
 

August is a time when many people are thinking about joining a church community. With that in mind, 
we are offering a series of Open House Sundays on August 9, 16 and 23. If you know of a neighbor or a 
friend who is looking for a church, please invite them to visit St. Markõs.  Every Sunday of the year is an 
òOpen Houseó at St. Markõs ð but we will make a special effort on each of these August Sundays to 
make people feel welcome. There will be nametags, tours at 9:15 a.m. and 11:45 a.m., an introduction 
to the Episcopal Church, and a coffee hour in front of the church after the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 

As you begin to plan for the fall, I hope that you will make your faith community a priority. I encourage 
you to continue to grow in faith at St. Markõs - a community that is striving to be caring, thoughtful and 
committed to the needs of our world, a community that comes together for worship, formation, 
support, relationships and service to others. We are guided by a vision that is centered on the good 
news of God in Christ:  rooted in Baptism, growing in Faith, branching out into the World. It is an 
exciting time to be a part of St. Markõs. 
 

       Yours in Christ, 
 

        George+ 
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On the Liturgy 
The Church Calendar celebrates a number of very important people in August.  August 15 is the day that the 
Church remembers St. Mary the Virgin, mother of our Lord Jesus Christ.  From the earliest days of the 
Church, great honor has been paid to this simple Galilean girl who of all women was chosen by Almighty God 
to bear and raise the eternal, incarnate Son of God.  As Luke tell us, the angel Gabriel one night told her that 
she would miraculously conceive the incarnate Deity while a virgin, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  She 
immediately declared her desire to do the will of God: "Here am I.  I am the Lord's servant; as you have 
spoken, so be it."  (Luke 1:26-38).  Her poem of faith is known to us as the Magnificat and is used in both 
Morning and Evening Prayer (see the Book of Common Prayer, pp. 11-12).   
  
Along with St. Joseph, Jesus' adoptive father, the Blessed Virgin was the person closest to Jesus in his most 
impressionable years.  Later, during Jesus' Galilean ministry, she was often with the other women who 
faithfully followed and ministered to the Lord.  She was among the few who kept watch at the Crucifixion, and 
after the Resurrection was with the Twelve in the upper room watching and praying until the coming of the 
Spirit at Pentecost.  Her role in redemption history is attested by her inclusion in both the Nicene and 
Apostles Creeds.  As the early Church found as it contested many heresies,  those who believe in the 
incarnation must also appreciate the role of the òGod bearer,ó or Theotokos, Jesusõ earthly mother who gave 
him his human nature.  As Gabriel predicted, all generations have indeed called her Blessed, and she has 
remained for all ages an example of humble obedience, sacrificial love, and unwavering devotion to the Lord. 
 
On August 20 the Church remembers a great abbot, theologian, and poet, St. Bernard of Clairvaux.  
Bernard was born into nobility in 1090. Unlike his brothers who trained for the military, Bernard chose a 
religious and academic life.  Perceiving a monastic call, he entered a strict monastery at age 22, persuading a 
number of male relatives to join him.   Under orders of his abbot, he started a new house amidst great 
hardship, which ultimately grew to 60 institutions under his direction.   
 
Bernard was best known in his own day for his involvement in controversies, including taking sides in a 
disputed papal election, promoting the ill-fated Second Crusade, and attacking views of Peter Abelard that 
Bernard considered too rationalistic and not allowing enough room for mystery.  He was appreciated by 
German Jews as a "righteous Gentile" for defending them against persecution, who in his honor made the 
name Bernard  a popular Jewish name.  Today Bernard is best known for his devotional writings and his 
hymns, including  "O Sacred Head, sore wounded," "Jesus, the very thought of Thee," "O Jesus, joy of loving 
hearts," "Wide open are Thy hands," and "O Jesus, King most wonderful."  
 
The Collect for his feast day expresses much of what the Church values in Bernard: "O God, by whose grace 
your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the flame of your love, became a burning and a shining light in 
your Church: Grant that we also may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline, and walk before you as 
children of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever." 

--David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 
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Z{5'Thyr°z'Jopskylu°z'Jsv{opun3'[v¡3'Ivvr' 
and Sporting Goods Resale  

Dates for your Calendar 
 

September 19:    Saturday Resale from 8 am to 2pm in Mahon Hall 
 

September 18:    Friday evening Presale Wine and Cheese Preview Party 
     from 6-8 pm: $10 at door 
 

September 16-18:  Sorting by Volunteers in Mahon Hall (times TBA) 
 

September 12:    Donation Drop-offs at St. Markõs from 8-11 am 
August 20:   Donation Drop-off at St. Markõs from 6-8 pm 
August 4-7:   Donation Drop-offs at St. Markõs from 9:15-10:30 am   

   (During Vacation Bible School) 
 

Today:   Clean out closets, playroom and basement 
 

If you would like to volunteer to sort, provide a hors dõoeuvre for our Wine and Cheese Preview Party or 

volunteer the day of the event, please contact Cindy Flynn at notnowkato@gmail.com. 
Please bring donations to the Rainbow Room Doors during drop-off times. No car seats, please.  Tax Receipts 

available. Proceeds benefit St. Markõs Preschool Program. 

Questions? Please contact Beth Figler, beth@figler.com, Penny Taback, 
pennytaback@hotmail.com or Liz Valdivia, evaldiv@comcast.net.  Thank you for helping us 

get this first-time event at St. Markõs off the ground! 

Holding Haiti for 50 
Friday September 4th 
7-9 p.m. Mahon Hall 

 

 Holding Haiti For Fifty, a fundraiser for Mallory Holdingõs one-year mission to Haiti, will be 
held from 7-9 p.m., Friday, Sept. 4, in Mahon Hall. 

 Everyone is invited to attend and meet Mallory and hear about her upcoming mission trip 
with the Episcopal Young Adult Service Corps (YASC).  Wine and hors dõoeuvres will be served.  A 

$50 donation is requested.  YASC requires all participants to raise $10,000 to pay for airfare and 
other travel, insurance and living expenses. 

 Mallory will depart mid-September for one year of service working with the Episcopal 
Diocese of Haiti in Port au Prince.  She will teach English, train youth leaders, and conduct a micro-

finance assessment to support education in the diocese. 
 A lifelong member of the St. Markõs parish, Mallory is a recent graduate of Miami University 

and holds dual bachelorõs of art degrees in international studies and political science. 
 Watch this newsletter for updates on Malloryõs year in Haiti. 

mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
mailto:beth@figler.com
mailto:evaldiv@comcast.net
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The 2009-2010 Program Year Kick-off is August 30! 
 
On this first Sunday of the new program year, please join us for Christian education, starting at 9:15. 
Individual classes are available for children and youth, beginning at 3 years old and up to senior high. Please 
gather in the Nave for an opening time of introductions and fellowship. Classes will then move to individual 
rooms.   Parents are invited to drop their children off in the classrooms and enjoy some refreshments. 
Information and important dates for the upcoming year will be shared.  

Blythe Girls and Basement 
Boys 

Kick off for these two middle school programs will be 
Wednesday, September 9th.    Parents and youth are asked 

to congregate at the Blythe and Basement Boys tables 
during the Parish Hot Dog Picnic on Sunday, August 30 to 

learn about plans for the year and to sign up to help 
organize activities for the youth.  Volunteers need only 

coordinate one event or outing.   
 

Leader Assistants are still needed for both Blythe and 
Basement Boys.  A strong team will make for light work for 

everyone.  Please consider how you might engage in this 

ministry.   Contact Marsha Webster, 630-858-1020 
or youthministry@stmarksglenellyn.org for more 

information. 

Confirmation 
Students in 7th are welcomed into the 

confirmation program this fall. They will 
join the new 8th graders for Sunday 
morning confirmation lessons. A 

September 18th dinner and workshop 
retreat for youth, their parents and 

mentors will mark the start of this yearõs 
program. We are seeking mentors for the 
7th grade students. If you are interested in 

serving in this area, please contact 
Kim Toliver at kjdesigns@att.net. 

T|zpj'Uv{lz© 
Rehearsals for the Chorister and Treble 
Choirs will begin on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 9th. 
 

The schedule is: 
4:00 ð 4:45 Chorister Rehearsal; di-

rected by Marsha Webster 
    

5:00 ð 6:00 Treble Choir Rehearsal; di-
rected by Charles Snider 

 

The Cherub Choir will continue to re-
hearse on Sunday mornings  

Senior High Sunday School 
This fall, Senior High has a new room, new leaders, and a 

new attitude!. Plan now to join our new Senior High 
leaders, Chad and Rachel Alcorn, on Sunday mornings at 

9:15 a.m. in Room 103. Youth activities for Senior High are 
sketched out for the year, and we are currently looking for 
adult leaders to coordinate one or more activities. Progres-

sive Dinner?  Pumpkin Patch Shifts? Late night movie and 
pizza at the church?  Chicago Cultural Event?  Handelõs 
Messiah Rocks?  Pick an event and let Marsha know 

your availability to coordinate the details. 
youthministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 

mailto:youthministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:kjdesigns@att.net
mailto:youthministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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M.O.M.S. 
/Tpupz{y¡'vm'Tv{oly°z'Zohypun10 

 
This fall, St. Markõs will offer its second session of the M.O.M.S. program.  I have had the privilege and 
benefit of participating in the first session offered last fall.  I encourage any mother to participate in this 
program, whether she is a parishioner at St. Markõs or not, whether she spends her time working in the 
home, from the home, away from home . . . All are welcome. 
 

M.O.M.S. can be a place of growth, spiritually, personally, as a group and as a part of our larger 
communities (e.g., our families, our parish, our towns.)  Last fall 13 women started on this journey 
together. The formal structure is a nine-week course with a workbook and weekly meetings at its 
center.  The meetings involve prayer, ritual and sharing about the workbook exercises.  These formal 
components created a whole that is more than its parts.   The program helped me feel earnestly my 
connection to God, St. Markõs, the people in my care (most immediately, my children, Charlie and Kate, 
and my husband, Phil), myself and the other women with whom I shared the process. 
 

This group of fabulous women has become an important core of my life. We continue to meet weekly in 
various forms.  Some weeks more of us are able to make it and some weeks fewer.  Some weeks we 
have a formal program.  Some weeks we meet for a social event.  Some weeks we meet in one of our 
homes.  Our group is now what we make it.  We read books, check in on goals, socialize, pray.  
Sometimes we say nothing, just listen.   We are committed to each other as friends.  I hope, and believe, 
that we have become a quiet cornerstone in St. Markõs and our larger communities.  As we support each 
other, we are able, as a group and as individuals, to support others and contribute elsewhere.  As part of 
that, we are eager to share what we have found and offer another session of the M.O.M.S. program. 
 

So, I encourage any mother to participate in this fantastic program.  If you have any questions, please call 

me, Sarah Adler, at 847-224-6596 or email me at sgadler02@gmail.com. 
 
 

THE FACTS 
When: Monday nights, September 14th - November 9th, from 7:00 ð 9:00 p.m. 
Where:  St. Markõs Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn 
How:   With a commitment of 2 hours a week for meeting and about one hour of quiet time a 

week to review the workbook. 
Why:  Because youõre worth it. ;) 

Who:   Any mom.  (Our facilitators will be myself, Jill Bednas and Amy Rooke.) 
 

Sign-up sheets are available on the table in the Narthex (a/k/a foyer), in the St. Markõs office and from St. 
Markõs website.  Please note that the group size is limited. 
 

Okay, I wince at a program called òMOMSó that is for moms.  What about dads?  What about stay-at-
home dads?  What about women who arenõt moms?  I donõt have an easy answer.  This is an excellent 
program and it happens to be for moms. 

 

Sarah Adler 
847-224-6596 / sgadler02@gmail.com. 
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Z{5'Thyr°z'{v'Zhu'Thyjvz 
Reflections from the 2009 Mexico Mission Trip  

 

ñSaludos en el nombre de nuestro Se¶or y Salvador Jesucristo, que su gracia y paz sean siempre con 
usted.ó  (Bishop Benito of the Diocese of Southeast Mexico in a letter to Father George) 
 
Translated: òGreetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that his grace and peace may always be 
with you.ó 
 

Despite the language differences, it is our mutual affection, our faith, and now, our newly shared history that 
bind us to the parish of San Marcos in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico.  This June, Father George led 

thirteen others on a mission trip to Mexico: Mary Caroline Benich; Trey and Matthew Buchanan; 
Horacio Chavez; Mallory and Michael Holding; Lane, Kim, Alex, and Elliott Reed; 
Frances and Lydia Smith; and Anna Zaccaria. 
 

This was our fourth visit to San Marcos in Nigromante.  The first year, we were introduced to the parish and 
its community.  The second year, we purchased and built a play set (which has been lovingly cared for and is 
still enjoyed today); the third year, along with community members, we scraped and repainted the church 
roof and worked with leaders of San Marcos to conduct VBS classes for the community children.  This year, 
again with the help of the parish, we painted the inside of the church, installed fans, worked together to hold 
VBS classes, and helped cook and serve a breakfast intended for the children of Nigromante but that also fed 
some of the marginalized members in the community as well as passing Central American immigrants.   
 

Every visit since we purchased a bread oven in 2006 for the parishõs micro-business bakery, we have helped 
bake bread, sell bread ð and we have purchased bread for our annual spaghetti dinner served in the plaza 
facing the church.  Each year, we stay in the homes of parishioners, and we are treated with overwhelming 
graciousness and hospitality.  We are committed to each other; we share a history, and we are family in the 
Anglican community and, more broadly, in Godõs kingdom. 
 

As always, we are grateful to Bishop Benito and his son, Eigner, and this time, also for Tony, an expat who 
now lives in the Diocese of Southeast Mexico, and for Daniel, the energetic and delightful new deacon at San 
Marcos. 
 

Please take time to read the following reflections of those who went on this most recent trip to Nigromante, 
Mexico, and thank you for your continued support.   

As always, Kim Reed 
 
Horacio Chavez: 
I would have to say that the people of Nigromante make me want to be a better person. I realized it the first 
day back at work. Suddenly the things that were once a big deal no longer were. Where to go to lunch, what 
to wear to work, how spotless my car is. I remembered to appreciate the simple things -- maybe for a short 
while but at least a little bit again. The goodness of fresh food with soul for flavoring. Thanking God for what 
we have. Good hard work most of all. I would have to say that being in Nigromante, even for a short while, 
makes me want to be more humble. 
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Mary Caroline Benich: 
I think that people in general can learn a lot from the parish that we visited in Nigromante.  Their disregard 
for time was amazing, and taught me that we worry too much about having everything at a certain time, on 
time.  They seemed to go on their own clock that can bend to fit their moods.  Time didn't matter, and that 
was a great lesson for me to realize- Time really doesn't matter.  You get to something when you get to it, 
and as long as you get there eventually, that's okay.  The people there also showed the greatest sense of 
hospitality beyond my imagination.  When we first arrived in Nigromante, it wasn't just smiles and handshakes, 
it was hugs and kisses on the cheek, even from those I had never met.  Just walking through the street we 
were invited into homes to have some juice or just talk.  The women Alex, Mallory, and I stayed with gave us 
wonderful meals, and even let us help with the dinner one night, making empanadas.  We weren't very good 
at it, but she let us help anyway and was very kind when ours ended up being very "feo" (ugly).  She was kind 
when we couldn't remember words, and sent us to the church with a snack one morning.  Overall, every 
single person seemed to go out of their way to be welcoming to us.  This was one of the best experiences of 
my life for everything they taught me, and I think that I would be crazy not to try to go next year.  It is an 
unforgettable experience that I think I would like to have again and again. 
 

Matthew Buchanan: 
When we went to Nigromante, I expected it to be a desert.  But, to my surprise, it was actually more like a 
tropical jungle!  I loved the kids there and they seemed to love playing with me. They treated us all like family 
and welcomed us into their home and hearts.  The people of Nigromante were so helpful and kind even 
though we sometimes couldnõt understand each other. It was great how we helped around the entire town -- 
painting the church, cooking meals for all, and entertaining the kids. Even though it was blazing hot, I loved 
every minute of being there. I now know that we have a special place in the hearts of the people, just as they 
have a special place in mine. I definitely will want to go back the next year. 
 

Trey Buchanan: 
The mission trip to Nigromante was the most rewarding experience I have had as a member of St. 
Markõs.  Beginning with the nine months of fund-raising and preparation that brought the fourteen of us 
together for the trip and ending (at least temporarily) with the privilege of sharing a part of the experience 
with the congregation a few Sundays ago, I was able to exercise parts of my faith that, for me, get too easily 
overlooked in the comfort of the Western Suburbs.  Working together towards a common goal, depending 
upon others and letting them depend upon you, reaching out in and being touched by simple acts of kindness 
and generosity, seeing past external differences in order to see what binds us together are just some of gifts I 
received by taking part in the trip to southeast Mexico.  I came back with a bigger vision of Godõs work in the 
world and what it can mean to be connected with our brothers and sisters in Nigromante.  And, if I could go 
back tomorrow, I wouldnõt hesitate to be on the first flight out.  Thank you all for supporting, and continuing 
to support, the mission trip in your prayers and gifts. 

Mallory Holding: 
For me, one of the hardest parts of traveling has always been saying goodbye, the feeling that I probably 
wouldnõt be able to share in that relationship with the people there again. The experience was different in 
Nigromante. As we were about to leave San Marcos I heard somebody ask how to say ôSee you again next 
yearõ in Spanish. It was at that moment that I saw the beauty of St. Marks and San Marcos relationship. 
Goodbye is never goodbye but a see you next year, a continually growing relationship in the body of Christ.  



 

PostMark 
July/August 

2009 
Page 8 

Michael Holding:   
Thanksgiving in June -- As I sat squished in the middle seat of the Aeromexico flight headed to Mexico City, I 
could not help but think about my fruitful experience two years earlier. I wondered if I would see the same 
people and whether the town of Nigromante had changed since the last time I was there. I questioned 
whether my perspective coming in would have changed or if I would gain a new perspective coming out. 
Arriving in Nigromante for the second time, I noticed different colors of paint and minor changes to the 
center of the town, for example, new basketball hoops. But the truth of the matter is that while the 
appearance of the town changed, the people did not. They were still the welcoming, openhearted people that 
gracefully received our presence two years ago. Their hospitality was unmatched, just as it was two years 
prior.  Sure, they were appreciative for the work we did, but our presence there was just as satisfying. Just as 
presence trumps any work that can be done or any gift that can be brought. The people of Nigromante taught 
me this lesson. Again, they succeeded in giving me a new perspective on the world. They were thankful for 
our presence and the work we did, but I can say that I will forever be indebted to them for the lesson they 
taught me.  
 

Alex Reed: 
Even though Iõve been fortunate enough to be a part of the Mexico trip every year since the first in 2006, this 
year when the diocesan van stopped in front of San Marcos church in Nigromante, I climbed out feeling less 
sure of myself than I had in the past two trips. Padre Isias, the old priest that we had come to know in the past 
three years was gone, replaced by a young deacon Daniel that we knew nothing about. The church had a 
beautiful new entranceway, the most recent of several transformations that San Marcos has undergone in the 
3 short years that weõve been a part of the community. The trees in the plaza had all been given ôhaircutsõ (to 
ensure that there would be absolutely NO shade from the hot Mexican sun, instead of just very little) and the 
curbs all had a new coat of paint, courtesyñIõm almost positiveñof our leftovers from painting the church 
roof on our trip last year. Over the next couple days, however, I was gratified to discover that, despite the 
cosmetic changes, despite the fact that our playmates had grown a couple inches or lost a couple teeth, and 
despite the fact that Daniel had replaced Isias, the real nature of our relationship with the church and the 
community hadnõt changed. The same leaders of the ParishñDolores and Rafa among othersñtreated us 
with the same humbling kindness and generosity with which we have been received in previous years, and 
Daniel revealed himself to be an wonderful new asset to San Marcosñheõs gentle and kind and playful and 
thoughtful, characteristics that have made him popular with children and the leaders of Nigromante, as well as 
us! Our trip this year reassured me that my concerns about changes beyond our control affecting our 
relationship with San Marcos were completely unfounded. Every year our relationship does changeñit 
evolves and deepens, but it remains rooted in the same foundation of love for Christ and respect for each 
other that makes these trips such an important and rewarding part of our parish life. 
 

Elliott Reed: 
This was my fourth year going to Mexico, and every year we are shown even more hospitality than the last. It 
is always such a great experience to be able to go back and after a couple of years, know and recognize 
people in the town and have them recognize us. One of the village women told me that her kids kept asking 
when the Americans were coming back, and it was nice because she could tell her kids that we are coming 
back and that it was not a one year thing, but an actual building of the relationship. 
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Lane Reed: 
Once again, time òflewó by for us in Nigromanteñexcept for the nightsñi.e., feeding time!  Our projects 
were--once againñambitious.  Again, we finished our church work literally at the last minute. 
I found myself wishing that I could have interacted a little more with the parishioners, especially the children.  
Because Matthew Buchanan was holding court with the local kidsñthankfully keeping them out from under 
the scaffolding, paint and electrical wiring going on insideñI did not see them as much, though I could 
certainly hear them!  We were joined inside by two parishionersñboth older even than I-- who worked side 
by side with us for the entire time.  One was the sextonña man who had asked the previous year for us to 
lay hands upon him and pray for him to be strong in a personal battle. I was heartened and glad to see him, 
and that was spiritually rewarding.  
 

Frances Smith: 
This year was my first time going to Nigromante. I had a great time and it was a great experience for me. I 
learned a lot about the culture ðand it was very fun to participate in the everyday activities there. The host 
family that I stayed with was so kind; one of the women of the house gave up her bedroom and a fan for us 
while she slept outside. Also, they went out to buy us dinner and they had us eat before them, and every 
morning and evening they offered for us to take showers. Some of the things that we helped out with were 
leading a vacation bible school, painting inside of the church, and preparing a spaghetti dinner for the people in 
the town. I also enjoyed being in the bakery and seeing how they made different kinds of bread and pastries, 
and I was able to make some with them. I also really loved playing outside with all of the kids. They were very 
friendly and they helped us out when we didnõt understand what they meant. The people from the town were 
so generous to our group. They really gave us everything they had to make us feel comfortable.  I had a 
wonderful time in Mexico and I really hope to go back next year and maintain all of the friendships.  
 

Lydia Smith: 
I had a great experience during the mission trip to Mexico this year. I enjoyed helping in the bakery, painting, 
and doing Vacation Bible School. However, the most important part of the trip was interacting with the other 
people from the village. Even though we were there for only a few days I feel I know the people of San 
Marcos very well.  It has been two years since I have last visited Nigromante, but I recognized many people 
from the previous trip. The only difference was how much the kids had grown.  Out of the activities we did, 
my favorite was Vacation Bible School. I helped the kids draw with chalk on the sidewalk and make quilt 
squares. Doing this, I was able to connect with the kids very quickly. By the time we left, the kids were telling 
us they wanted to hide in our suitcases or else they would not let us leave. I do not speak Spanish, so that was 
somewhat difficult but it did not get in the way of my experience. I used a dictionary a few times and by the 
end of the trip, I actually knew a little bit of Spanish. Overall, the trip confirmed my belief that people all over 
the world have the same happiness and troubles, even if they are one thousand miles apart.  
 

Anna Zaccaria: 
I really enjoyed the trip to Nigromante. One of my favorite parts was when we got there everyone was so 
welcoming and they acted as though we had been best friends forever. That was especially helpful for me 
because it was my first year going to Mexico, and I wasn't sure how it was going to go. Another favorite part 
of mine was staying in a host family's home. It was hard at first to get used to the Spanish and how to speak it, 
but once my friends in the house and I figured it out, it was really nice. Also, this trip showed me how much 
we have, and how much we take for granted. Some people do not realize how much they have, and it's nice 
to see that the people in Nigromante, even though they don't have much, they are still happy and grateful for 
everything they do have. It was a wonderful experience and I definitely want to go again.     
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Vestry Meeting Highlights 
1. Consent Agenda: corrections to March minutes, vote on discretionary fund for Katie, and approval of 

finance audit authorization; these items all moved to the Discussion Agenda.   

-- March minutes:  correction to April attendees list. 
-- Katieôs discretionary fund:  $5878 was disbursed to St. Andrewôs Church, Elyria ï Katieôs new parish. 

-- Finance audit authorization:  Eric :  audit not done since 2005; suggest we get back on a three-year 
schedule.  Resolution to engage and accept the terms of accounting firm Selden Fox to perform an 
informal audit on the books of St. Markôs in 2009 (per their letter of April 22) was approved unanimously. 
-- George distributed a calendar for monthly planning / rotation of ministry reports at vestry meetings. 

2.   Rectorôs Report:  George  

The 3rd annual St. Markôs Cinco de Mayo dinner was held on Saturday, May 11 and attended by over 100 
parishioners and friends.  Combined with the Motherôs Day rose sale, the two events have raised over 

$4,000 for our partnership with San Marcos.  Many thanks to Kim Reed, Norma and Miguel 
Briones, Kim Toliver, Fiona Miller, Andrew Dorn and Bud Zweibel for their planning and hard 
work. 

Fourteen people from St. Markôs attended this yearôs Bishops Associates lunch on Thursday, May 7.  The 
Bishops Associates sponsor events and programs that bring members of many different congregations 

together.  Parishioner Donald Sutherland serves on the board of the Bishops Associates. 

A spring clean-up day was held on Saturday, May 2nd.  A special thanks to Dick Mylander for 
organizing this event and grilling a delicious lunch for the hungry volunteers. 

Baptism and farewell:  Kate Adler was baptized on Sunday, April 26th.  This was also Katie Wrightôs 

last Sunday at St. Markôs.  Katieôs first Sunday at St. Andrewôs in Elyria, Ohio is May 10th.  At the coffee 
hours, presents and applause were offered to Katie and her family in recognition of their many 
contributions to St. Markôs. 

George Smith presented a workshop on conflict at the Diocesan Ministry Fair on Saturday, April 25th.  

The workshop title: Managing Conflict for Congregational Vitality. 

Bishop Scantlebury visited St. Markôs on Sunday, April 19th, confirming six 8th graders, 1 adult and 
receiving 2 adults into the Episcopal Church.  The bishop met with confirmands, mentors and parents for 
breakfast in Mahon Hall before the 10:30 a.m. service.  Following coffee hour, the Bishop met with the 
vestry for conversation. 

 
   Continued from previous page. 

 
George Smith: 
I am beginning to see a recurring theme when a group from St. Markõs visits Nigromante ð it all comes to-
gether surprisingly and in unexpected ways.  òAlló means many things ð emotions, relationships, glimpses of 
the depth of a now four-year partnership ð and also something very tangible.  In the past, we have built a play 
set and painted the roof of the church among other things. This year, one of our projects was installing ceiling 
fans in the church.  It wasnõt until a few minutes before we had to leave to drive back to Veracruz that the last 
of the six fans was hooked up and running.  It was a beautiful site to behold ð to see those six sturdy fans spin-
ning in harmony.  It was a project we thought we could do ð and then we werenõt so sure.  There were prob-
lems with wiring and the concrete ceiling.  Time was running out.  But thanks to some luck, ingenuity, perse-
verance and no doubt, work of the Holy Spirit, it was completed.  What will happen next year?  Perhaps you 
will be there in person to be part of the surprising, unfolding, amazing and wonderful relationship that exists 
between St. Markõs and San Marcos. 
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St. Markôs has applied to the Congregations Commission of the Diocese of Chicago for a three year grant 
to help fund an associate rector position.  Notification of the grant request will be in June. 

The Rev. Robin Currie will be assisting at the altar and with other pastoral duties as her schedule 
permits.  Robin is a Lutheran (ELCA) minister who retired from Grace Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn in 

2008.  She and her husband, Bob Beeching , have been attending St. Markôs since last fall. 

Charles (Chuck) Tupta joins St. Markôs as part of his field education ordination discernment 

process.  During the summer and fall of 2009, Chuck will be worshipping at St. Markôs and assisting with 
several projects, including updating our web site and assisting in planning the Giving Campaign.  Chuck 
and his partner Sam live in Oak Park.  In recent years, Chuck has worshipped at Grace Episcopal Church 

in Oak Park and St. Martinôs Episcopal Church in Chicago. 

3.   Ben Varnum :  youth programs consultant from the Diocese of Chicago. 

George :  Two different ways (models) that youth programs often work 
a)  programs feature a central youth leader  OR 
b)  worship-centric model is developed, centering on family worship, integrated participation (readers, 

acolytes, etc.), plus weekly separate meetings and get-togethers, plus special events.  This model 
needs a FACILITATOR (Marsha, right now) to coordinate the volunteers, NOT be the leader. 

Model b) may take 3-5 years to fully develop; keyword here is RELATIONSHIP:  the whole parish values 
the relationship. 

Ben :  this parish is starting from a good place:  George did the research, and I can see your energy and 

commitment.  Youth ministry does burn out rapidly, often on a 2-3 year cycle.   

ñPARTò is an acronym to describe  a successful model: 
P:  parental involvement:  support and logistics; 
A:  authenticity to lived-experience:  young people are thinking through what they believe; if there is no 

authenticity, they will walk away; 
R:  relational:  the leader works with and is depended-upon hard by the kids ï sometimes too hard; youth 

issues can be challenging; 
T:  true to the Gospel. 

Weôll use another word as acronym to model a successful program: 
G:  grow from strengths in the parish (music, mission, volunteerism); 
O:  over support the programs:  come up with different ways to support them, even if $$ are short; 
D:  dream BIG:  think creatively to deal with challenges such as busy youth calendars. 

 
Open Items list circulated for discussion:  

special needs parking spaces requested by parishioners:  DONE 
vestry request to include a Campbell Trust line-item in the Treasurerôs report:  DONE 
vestry to revisit M&O survey in August:  OPEN ï surveys still coming in. 
ensure clarity around M&O budget:  OPEN ï finance will be invited to M&O meetings 
shore up communications around M&O initiatives:  OPEN ï in process; vestry being asked to support 
suggestions / direction of M&O survey  
explore engagement with another consultant for capital campaign:  OPEN ï in process; rector, 
wardens, and members of capital campaign exploratory committee held a conference call with Ray 
Christenson of Philanthropic Stewardship Council. 

 
Unofficial notes by Daniel Conaway 
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SAVE THE DATE 
for St. Marksopoly 

 
Pass Go and join us October 17, 2009 at 6:30 pm for an evening of food, dancing, fellowship, and games as 
we celebrate our centennial anniversary as a parish. 
 
Take a Chance on our live auctions and raffles to go home with some exciting items, or participate in our 
Community Chest by purchasing services and goods donated by your fellow parishioners.   
 
Our Goal is to raise $10,000 for the parish, while offering a great event that draws as many parishioners as 
possible into our celebration.  
 
We are actively looking for auction items and/or services / goods that you would like to contribute.  If you 
have contacts for us, a donation idea, or want to get involved in the fundraising end of our event planning, 

please contact stmarksevent@gmail.com or danna.gross@comcast.net. 
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