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Last year, we started a visioning procse€g
three guiding principle§Ve are rooted in baptism, growing in faith, and branching out
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into the world. Those are pretty big statements and are meant to guide us as we begin pur

second 100 years a pari sh. Now itds ti
Have you noticed St. Markods is growing?
we spend our time and resources on in the next few years? What is God calling us to ¢
become? For example, will we put our en
or should our focus be on initiating Global Partnerships in Haiti or Egypt?

To answer these Iimportant questions, Wwe
hol ding a series of small group meetind
concrete terms. Now is your chance to W

schedule of meetings is listed below. There are lots of ways to signruihe narthex, the
church office, on our website (www.stmarksglenellyn.org), by calling the Parish Office g

630-858-1020, or by email (.cardwell@sbcglobal.nej. Every Sunday, signup
sheets will be available in the Narthex. So, please be sure to participate. Remember, th
discussions we have this fall will affect the decisions we make in the years ahead.

Small Group Meeting Times, Facilitators & Locations

September 16, Wednesday @ 7:30 p.m., Ginnie Judd @ Church
September 19, Saturday @ 7:00 p.m., Jeff Linstrom @ home
September 20, Sunday 12:00 @ noon, Jeffery Hill@ Church

September 22, Tuesday @ 7:30 p.m., Cindy & Paul Flynn @ home
September 27, Sunday @ 7:00 p.m., Eric McAlpine @ Church
September 30, Wednesday @ 9:30 a.m., Kim Reed @ home

October 1, Thursday @ 9:30 a.m., Elizabeth Lanzillo @ Church

and look for more to come!

For more information, please contact:
Scott Shorney (63@52-1355 / scott@hopepublishing.com) or
Joe Campagna (63312-0668 / jcampagnad42@hotmail.com).
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On the Liturgy
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Angels are popular, as a variety of available books and merchandise attest. Whatever this curiosity may
mean, the Bible clearly teaches the reality of angels, and the liturgical year honors them with a feast day,

September 29, thé&east of St. Michael and All Angalso known ad/ichaelmas

Contrary to popular belief, angels are not the departed spirits of human beings. An angel is a mesgenger
from God, and may be visible or invisible and in human or nonhuman forms. Angels appear throughout
the Old and New Testaments, being mentioned over 170 times, and they seem to be more powerful and
to have more knowledge than human beings. Yet Jesus says of them that they rejoice in the repentance
of a single sinner (Luke 15:10). Angels play a large part in the life of Jesus, including the announcement c

Gabriel to Mary that she would bear the Son
from God, the announcement to the shepherds, the leading of the Holy Family into Egypt, the act o
ministering to Jesus in the wilderness, and the appearance at the Resurrection.

Who is Michael, this messenger from God? Hi

angels, and is mentioned in Scriptur®amiel 10:13,31 and 12:1, where he is called Prince of the Peo
of IsraellJude 9, and Revelation 12:7, where he leads the heavenly armies. He is one of only three
that Scripture names, along with Gabriel and Raphael.

As the collect for this feast tells us, God has created angels to worship him in heaven and to help a
defend us on eartlBook of Common Prayemp. 193, 244). Remember the next time we pray the

Great Thanksgiving that we "join our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of

heaven who for ever sing...to proclaim the glory of [God's] Name."

September 14 isloly Cross Day a day for recognizing the importance of the Cross as a symbol of
Christds triumph over death. One way we ack
ocrossing oneself,éd The sign of the cross, h
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applthe cross to ourselves and to claim the benefits of Christ's passion. Church father Tertullian in 211

AD tells us that the Christians of the early church seldom did anything significant without making th
of the cross. If you look around during a service at St. Mark's, you will see a number of people mak
the sign of the cross on themselves at various points in the service. There are three forms of this si

B sign
ng
on.

The first is made by the bishop or priest with the right thumb on the forehead of those anointed with oil

in healing services or as they are being baptized or confirmed, proclaiming that they are "marked a
Christ's own forever."Book of Common Prayeip. 308). The second is by the bishop or priest in
blessing the people or the Eucharistic bread and wine or other objects. The third is made by the

5

individual on his or her own body, touching with the fingertips of the right hand the head, diaphragm, left

shoulder, and right shoulder. This may be done upon receiving a blessing; at the mention of name
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; at the end of the Creeds; at the end of a prayer; and at certain other ti
Also, when the Gospel reading is announced, many make a small cross with the right thumb on the
forehead, lips, and heart, in prayer that His word will enlightervads strengthen ourjpswith the
words of faith, and fill ouheartswith the love of God. The Episcopal Church allows for individual cho
in using such aids to worship, so making this sign is a personal decision for each worshipper.

--David Fletcher
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu
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Welcome to Elizabeth Molitors,
our new Associate Rector
| hope to meet and getto know,4qmer son, all of the members of

please let me introduce myself on paper. | am a recent graduate of S&sbatgrn Theological
Seminary, and was ordained to the transitional diaconate at the beginning of the summer; my ordin
to the priesthood is scheduled for early December, 200@. been a part of the Episcopal Church for
the past 18 years, most of that time at my sponsoring parish, Trinity in Wheaton. At Trinity, prior to
beginning the discernment process to ordained ministry, | was a very active lay minister, serving as
vestry member (twice), warden, lector, Eucharistic minister and visitor, choir member (vocal and
handbells) and catechist for teenage confirmands. During my last two years at Seabury, | served ag
seminarian intern at Grace Episcopal Church in the south loop, where my passion for parish ministt
reaffirmed.

| was raised Roman Catholic, in a semnal/suburban town outside of Akron, Ohio, the youngest of foy
children. My undergraduate degree is in History and Political Science (Miami University), and in 19
completed an MBA (DePaul). In my "previous life," before seminary, | worked in several industries,
including commercial insurance, medical products manufacturing and HR consulting. My roles in th
businesses ranged from sales to operations to IT project management.

My daughter, Emily, and | live in Wheaton, along with our two cats. Emily is 14, and has begun her
freshman year at Glenbard West. Sheds very i
program since she was 6) and she began fenci
bicycle, cook and read.

m very excited to begin
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