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From our Rector

h e

A Time to Slow Down

This year, the approach of Advent reminds me of the-kmtiwn verses from the Book of
Ecclesiastes: 0To everything there is
keep and a time to cast away. (8L Those of us who are owacheduled and busier
than ever need the season of Advent and its call to decelerate to find a slower rhythm
pace of life. Echoing Ecclesiastes, now is a time to cast away. | am sure that the ideg
slowing down during the coming month may sound quaint and will likely fall on deaf e

Besides, will anyone even find time to read this article, already much longer than a 140

character Tweet? If you are still with me, then please know that slowing down is a ser|
important and difficult choice that affects our health, relationships, and essential humé
It is difficult to slow down because our culture buzzes along, oblivious to and resisting
changes taking place around us. Christmas lights are going up and automatic sensor;
poised to flood streets and parking lots with a fluorescent glow at the first hint of dusk
However, we candét stop the Creation fr
slowing rhythm are everywhere: the sun is rising later in the morning and setting earli
the afternoon, the last of the leaves have fallen from the trees, and the grass in our fr(
lawns has stopped growing.

Instead of resisting the encroaching darkness, | encourage you to see and experience

Advent as a time to enter and move in it. If you have ever walked irlgack darkness
on a moonless night, in a basement or tunnel, you know from firsthand experience tha
you have no choice but to slow down and move cautiously. With your eyes rendered
useless, every other sense is on alert. It is natural to be afraid at first, but then after
adjusting, there is a sense of calm and assurance. Translated into the terms of faith,
in darkness is a time of resting in Go
from the whirl of activities and busyness that are so much a parf'aetury lives,
especially those in a sprawling metropolitan area.

What can you do and where can you go to slow down? Take even as few as five or te
minutes to sit in a darkened room. Light a candle and simply sit with yourself in silenc
focus on a word or if you have one, an
day for prayer and meditation. You are invited to light one of the votive candles and g
at the icon of Christ, which rests on the altar as a window to Gmar Creator, Sustainer
and Redeemer.

Yours in Christ,
George+
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On the Liturgy

We are entering the seasonepiphany Epiphany, which began January 6, will last until Ash Wednegday

which is the beginning of Lent. The name comes from the Greek @oyhane/iameaning
"manifestation.” Epiphany is the climax of the Christmas season in the Church year, which include
Twelve Days of Christmas, counted from December 25th until Januaryrbthday beforeEpiphany is
the twelfth day of Christmas, and is sometimes call@dlfth Night, an occasion for feasting in some
parts of the world. The festival of Epiphany originated in the Eastern, or Orthodox, church and late

moved to our own Western church. Along with Christmas and Easter, Epiphany is one of the threg

most important and ancient festivals of the Church.

The clear theme of Epiphany is theanifestation of ChristPivotal events include his appearance to his

first Gentile believers (the Wise Men) and his manifestation as the Son of God both at his baptism i
river Jordan and at his first miracle at Cana. The best known feature of Epiphany is the visit of the
Men, also known as the Three Kings or Magi.

5 the

n the
Wise

Who were the Magi? They were scholars and pilgrims who came from the East and followed a stai to

visit the young King of the Jews. Their coming to worship the young Jesus fulfilled the promise in
Si meonds blessing that the child Jesus woul d
Eastern churches it is believed that there ware/veMagi, while in the West the number is set/atee

be

corresponding to the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh (Matt. 2:11). Tradition has held that

they were kings, in fulfillment of Ps. 72:11, "May all kings fall down before him." They are known als

Balthasar, Melchior, and Gaspar; the kings of Arabia, Persia, and India, respectively. Relics belieed to b

of these kings were transferred from Constantinople to Milan and then to Cologne in the twelfth
century.

The Collect for Epiphany in thBook of Common Prayexr e | e br at es Godods wor K
the world:

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the Peoples of the earth: Lead us,
know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus

who

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
What does Epiphany mean to St. Mar kds ? Epi plhan
it shows the world that Jesus is the savior of all people Christ is at work manifesting himself to this
broken world through his Church. Epi phany i|s a

mission that we bear to our community, bringing people to a knowledge of the love of God.

--David Fletcher
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu



http://www.cresourcei.org/cy12days.html
http://www.cresourcei.org/cy12days.html
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and Christmas Schedule

Sunday, December 6
St. Nicholas Luncheon 12:00 noon
Bring a toy or gift card for the
Evensong and Community Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 13
Nursery Open Housedor families with infants through 4 years old; 9:15 a.m.
Lessons and Carols7:30
A favorite St. Mar kds tradit i EastMadrigaf
Singers.

Sunday, December 20th
The Annual Christmas Pageant, at 10:30,

Peop|ll es

eaturnin

™~

featuring St. Markds children and

A treat for all!

Christmas Eve Services
4:00 p.m. Family Friendly
8:00 p.m. Brass and Carol Singing
10:30 p.m. Brass and Adult Choir (music begins at 9:30 p.m.)

Christmas Day
Worship at 10:00 a.m.

His Name is Jesu£hristmas Pageant
Sunday, December'2a.0:30 worship

Rehearsals: Saturday Decemb®&r B2" and 19’
10:00 a.m9 12:00 noon
Presented by St. Mar kds Chi

| dren ar

We will need youth musicians. If you have a child in middle school or older who plays an instrument,
pl ease | et Marsha Webster know (chi Wdrshpansmi|ni s

Lambds Chapel wil | "sothatalehddten and volDnéeeretongarticipat® O

in or watch the pageant. The nursery will be open as usual.
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Vestry Minutes
October Vestry Minutes can be found on our website:
stmarksglenellyn.org.
Sunday School and Child Care
Teacher

Needed

The St. Mark's Preschool
Exploratory Committee is
beginning its search for a
part-time director/teacher
who is DCFS qualified,
loves children, and who
would embrace the Reggio
Emilia philosophylf you or
anyone you know might be
interested in this position,
please contact either
Kim Reed
kimreed@wowway.com
or Cindy Flynn
notnowkato@gmail.com.

I

Infant through First Grade childcare

for Lessons and Carols service
Childcare is available by reservation for the Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m.
Lessons and Carols service. This annual event is a favorite ffor
refreshing the soul in the midst of the hurried holiday season.
Let us care for your little ones while you worship and pondel

=

the mystery of the sajvior

Chil drends Worship and |Lamt

will NOT meet on December 20".
All are invited to attend the Pageant at 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Care for Children
The nursery will be open for infants and toddlers during thg
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
There willnot be childcare at the 8:00 and 10:00 p.m.
services.

1%

Sunday School
Preschool through six grade classes will be combined
on Dec. 27.
Confirmation and Senior High Classes will meet as usual.
The regular Sunday education schedule resumes on Jan. (8.

Nursery Open House

All families with infants and toddlers are invited to the Nursery Open House on Sunday
December 13 at 9:15 a.m. Stop in for a tour of our beautiful nursery, meet Miss Norma and
some of our fabulous nursery volunteers, and share refreshments or meet and mingle wjth

other parents of young children. Questions? Conltéatsha at
childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org



mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
mailto:kimreed@wowway.com
mailto:notnowkato@gmail.com
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ADVENT ADULT FORUM

A Very Special AdWessiahor AeltrForemd on Hapnd

Dr. Johann Buis for a hedifting series on Handel's "Messiah.” Dr. Buis is a wkdelyn
international musicologist who has lectured locally at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra,|the
Civic Orchestra in Chicago and the Art Institute. We are delighted to have him lead us |n
considering four beautiful sections of "The Messiah" and are confident that our Advent
preparations will be greatly enriched by Dr. Buis.

Adult Forum: 9:15 10:15 in Mahon Hall. Coffee at 9. Please arrive at or
before 9:15 if you possibly can for a good seat. If you need to arrive later,
please enter through the back stair entrance to Mahon Hall and close the door

quietly! Do join us!

Both Adult Forum classes will meet together for the 4 Sunday mornings in Advent to welcpme

Youth News
Thanks to the7™ and 8" graderswho helped to set up the decorations and staff the games at the
St . NIBICE-Garty at the end of October. Special thanks, also, to the event coordinator,

Laura McGovern, whose creativity and energy were put to great use in planning and bringing about
this party and fundraiser. The change collected in those little orange UNICEF boxes totaled a
considerable $135.02 (and counting)!

Anot her O6thank youd t o a lSlepout Raturgay Evierion Notiembep7a r
raising funds and awareness for the worBafige Communities a DuPage county organization

committed to helping area homeless individuals and families transition to independent living. Speci:
recognition goes tt.eo Lanzillofor championing and organizing this event.

Please take note of theségpcoming Events

Blythe will meet in December 0ii2/2, 12/9 and 12/16 Basement Boyswill be meeting ori2/2 and
12/16. New participants are always welcome!

The Senior High youthwill be cooking and serving the community dinner that followsDbeember 6"
EvensongThe Evensong service begin§ain.

A Christmas dinner(location TBA) foiSenior High youthis planned foMonday, December 2
More details to follow.
Elizabeth Molitors
associate rector@stmarksglenellyn.or

Sl
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Lessons & Carols for the Third Sunday o
Advent

The Adult and Treble Choirs of St. Mark's will offer the annual Festival of Lessons &
Carols on Sunday, December 13 at 7:30 p.mAgain this year they will be joined by the
Madrigal Singers from Glenbard East High School, under the direction of Brandon Catt.

This beautiful service of scripture readings and seasonal carols traces the Biblical histor
humanity from the fall in the Garden of Eden to the Annunciation, Gabriel's message to
of the child that is to be bornAdvent hymns and selections offered by the choirs enhancsg
the meaning of the spoken word.

This is a wonderful way to pause in the midst of holiday hustle and bustle, and reflect up
the truest meanings of the seasdPlease plan to join us for this uniquely Anglican
celebration. A reception will be held immediately following the service.

f

y of
Mary

on

Women 2 Women St Mark
. IVIarkK's
Ornament Exchange e _
W2W invites all the women of the parish to our M ISSION Trl p tO
Annual Ornament Exchange .
at the home of Elizabeth Lewis. MeX|CO for
Wednesday , December 16 \J une 2010'
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm and For all interested (grades 8th
Ornament exchange will begin at 7:45 p.m. and up-- youth and adults!),
_ we are having another
Please bring a salad, dessert, bread or wiiND planning meeting after the
an ornament ($10 value) 10:30 am service on Sunday,
Signup in the Narthex or RSVP to Dec. 13 in one of the
Kathleen Leid (630.835.7647 orksrleid@gmail.com classrooms across from the
or kitchen and Mahon
Elizabeth Lewis (630.790.5635 or lewisee@aol.com). Hall. Please come!



mailto:ksrleid@gmail.com
mailto:lewisee@aol.com
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A Global Connection
Missioner Update: Holding Haiti In Spite Of

To be honest, living in Haiti has not been the easiest thing | have ever done. It is hard walking on th
street knowing that people are staring at me
pl ace where | candt speak the | anguage, desp
really hard to be away from my family, especially as my family is undergoing a time of transition. It i
these issues that have been on my mind for the past few weeks. They are thoughts that are hard tg
out of my head no matter how much | am enjoying myself or how much fun I am having.

One of my responsibilities here is to help with the English classes at the seminary. For the past cou
weeks | have been working on an Advent Devotional with the Seminarians as part of our class. Theg
project gave me the opportunity to learn more about the Church here, more about Haiti and more
about my own faith. It also helped me to think differently about some of the issues that had been
bothering me.

One of the seminarians, a third year, named Jois Goursse Celestin chose to write about J&fin 3:16

OFor God so |l oved the world that he gave his
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the W
but in order that the world might be saved t

When he told me that this was the verse he ¢
overused. | was sure his reflection was going to be boring and completely unoriginal. | was wrong.

In the reflectionhesay,Love i s not just about romance; i
alLove is more a reflection of commitment to
6l | ove you i fédé, and OBECAUSE®d: ol | ove you
|l i ke God. 6 Later he says, oOLove is an act of

person. o0

|l was struck by what he wrote and on the day
think about it. Now, | am striving to love Haiti in spite of my inability to speak the language, to love k
in spite of the people who stare and call out to me on the street, and to love Haiti in spite of how my
may miss home. | think, or at |l east | hope,
beauty of the land, and its people as | continue to try and love the way God loves each of us.

-Mallory Holding
If you want to read more about my experiences in Haiti you can check out my blog at

http://holdinghaiti.blogspot.comand please feel free to email me with your comments, suggestions,
if youdd Ii ke a copy of maloey.h@dng@gmailcomds Adven

e
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Save March 1921, 2010 (Fridayd Sunday)

0 H E ASPE Caring for Yourseli Heart, Body, Mind and
the 2010 St. Markds Womends Ret

We will be staying at The Abbey Resort and Spa, a beautiful resort on the shores of Geneva Lalk
Fontana, WI. You will participate in activities designed to restore your whole self
i heart, body, mind, and soul.
Explore your relationship with God, talk, laugh, play, and relax!

A fee of $220 will cover double occupancy in newly renovated rooms with luxury fixtures and liner
meals (breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, lunch and dinner on Saturday), and admission to the
square foot Avani Spa on Saturday.

For more information about The Abbey and the Avani Spa, check out their website at
www.theabbeyresort.com
Pick up your registration form at church. Registration Deadline: February 14.
Contact Joyce Fletcher at 688653174

rea

ein
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| f you have small children and are |l ooking t
Very Activeod) each week on Thursday mornings
activities just for the moms.

December3rdc Pl ay Outing at the Treehouse Adventd
Center 6s s-fodttalttracovhithaverlodkd four kittiendly playhouses and the Yorktown
Express train track. Kids can scramble, climb, slide and play while we enjoy some coffee and good
conversation. Bring a sack lunch i f you wish
Treehouse at 9:30 a.m. Questions or to find us that dayReddecca at 630.965.0597

December 10th: Books and Children and Christmasperfect combination and yet it can be frustratin
to pick the perfect book for your childkathleen Leidwill review the latest books published for
younger children with a special focus on books that tell the Christmas sgywill meet in the St.

Mar kds | ibrary at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Dec
the sitters engage the kids in play.

December 17th: Hol i day Crafts with the Kids: Wedll
Mahon Hall while we enjoy good conversation and have coffee.

Look for upcoming emails detailing these fun events. Questions? Chlitatteth Lanzillo
eschnell@wowway.com or (630) 5480677.

emb



http://www.theabbeyresort.com
mailto:eschnell@wowway.com
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Cathedral Shelter Christmas Baskets

oFamily numbers 433, 437, 439, 2649, 1346, 1368

Thanks to all sponsoring a family this year! All the family info sheets have been taken, but there ar
blanks on the sigap sheet. If you have one of these family numbers, please cGitace Judd
FaberNJudd@comcast.net or 70837-2815 so she can make sure we really have adopted all the
families-otherwise she will be shopping for seven more families than she had planned.
433: Senior- Richard;437: Seniord Dawad; 439: Seniord Paul; 2649: Homelessd Edgar; 1349:
Donna, Hakeem, & Kasea368: Lishon & Tajanna.

£ SOME

Z{5" Thyr°zpmy'l zwolUw=s

St. Markds Episcopal Church is planning to o
2010. We will begin with one class of 15 three and four year olds and hope to grow and add additio
classes each yeawe are currently in the process of generating an interestTist. add your

name to the I nterest List  at6p0-88%1620orenmaiht act Stj.

frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org

Reggio Emilia Approach to Early Childhood Education
The Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education is adaledted curriculum model that is
considered by educators around the world as

pen
hal

c hi
M

one

Reggio approach believes that children learn through interaction with others, including parents, staff and

peers in a friendly learning environrmeiith e t eacher 6s rol e is as a
exposing the children to different experiences and then developing an emergent curriculum of rich
|l earning opportunities evolving from the chi

The Reggio Emilia approach was developed in Reggio, Italy after the Second Worldhi/asmr torn
and poverty stricken town made pigchool education its priority and invested its only resources into i
children and their educatiorEducation professionals now travel from around the world to Reggio to
learn about this thoughtful approach right from its source.

A successful Reggio program requires very talented staff who work well together as they will be
continuously responding and regrouping their instructi®mce this is a chiltirected approach, the
environment around the children is considere
Aesthetic beauty of the classroom, accessibility to resources and a space easy on the eye helps thg
children engage in different learning experiences organized by the teaBhera.f f doc umen

work as they engage in play. Documentation creates framework for both parents and teachers to se

what the children are learning, e.g. artwork, photography, posters, plants, narratives, and dioramas
group learning is very common in the Reggio classroom.
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From the Associate Rector: Discernme

As | write this article, the date of my ordination to the priesthood is just three
short weeks away. The proximity of that event, which marks an important milestong
a process that has taken at least 7 years to unfold, has caused me to muse about {
i dea of o6discernment. 0

When friends or formercavor ker s who arendt cl ern
questiond about my spiritual journey and calling to the priesthdddlways struggle to
explain the concept of discernment. I
decide, OHey, I want to be a priest!d
organic process. | sometimes wish tha
an instance where | was struck by lightning and then heard the voice of God directi
me on this spiritual pathb ut t hat 6 s not how di scern
experience is better explained by a bobkr a series of bookd8t he 61 Spy
Maybe youdre familiar with these.

Wal ter Wick is the photographic 0a

Nt

2 in

he
gy peo]
t el | t
: di s c e
t I hac

ng

ment wo
» books

ut hor o

large photograph, and below the picture are a series of riddles describing items that the

reader must try to Ospy.o6 The photos
with everyday items presented to look like something else, say, a spool of thread p

are el e
DSing

as a silo, or a paperclip standing in for some fence rails; the thread and paperclip are the

items the reader is challenged to fin
theydre hidden in plain sight. My dau
| 6ve al ways found it helpful to work
doesndt see, the other generally wil!/l

These dioramas seem an apt metaphor for my spiritual journey, and for the
passion that has moved me to pursue ordained ministry: finding the hand of God at
work in my life and the lives of others, hidden in plain sight; the sacred disguised in
ordinary. At each step of my growth in a life of faith, it has been the prompting or
invitation of someone outside of myself that has moved me to further, deeper
exploration of whatodés going on i n my
| dm not sure, sometimes, how much | 0v
openness to such promptings. | think of the Old Testament story of young Samuel,
respondi ng tobtheda gthds miaddlieng, sayi ng

As we enter more fully into the season of Advéihat season of expectant

d. The
ghter |
t hrougt

the

Opictur
e real/l

bHer e |

waitingd | pray that we may all be receptive to discerning where and how God is calling

us, to whatever God is calling us to. May our hearts and eyes be open to the signs
has left for us: preparation for our finding the Savior, the Messiah, posing as a little
child, hidden in plain sight in a Bethlehem manger.

Elizabeth Molitors

God
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Advent Recordings

Well here we are in December, and no matter where we go, our ears are lured into liturgical decept
by every department store el evator anddyeth Ndt
unt il December 24 at sunset. Unt i | then it

0
So after youdve been shopping and had your p
not come home for a relaxing moment in your comfy chair, listening to the appropriate music of the
season?

Here are a few suggestions for various CDs you might find enjoyable.

Advent Car ol $thisis afime r&ording df ddvendbnausic from the famous college in
Cambridge, England. It includes everything from Gregorian chant to music by Britten, Holst, Howel
Brahms, and Mendelssohn. Itis on the Nimbus label.

Advent abr Sscor Padil dts t he I mmense St. Paul 6s

Is,

cat

music of Bruckner, Byrd, Gibbons, Palestrina, Rutter, and others. Conducted by John Scott, this appears

on the Hyperion label.

Gregorian Advend for those who prefer a more laidback season, this recording offers quiet,
contemplative chant while your thoughts wander through the cloisters of your mind. This can be fo
on the Cobra Entertainment LLC label.

From Darkness to Light: Salisbury Advent Ser@itte very title itself spells out the purpose of the
traditional Advent service in this recording
on the CD cover, and is on the Griffin (Qualiton) label.

St. Thomas Choir of Men & Boys: Evensong for Adddat a different kind of service, this fine CD

places Advent music in the context of an Evensong service, and includes music of Stanford, Gibbo
Bach, under the direction of the venerable Gerre Hancock. Dr. Hancock was the organsit who play
the dedicatory recital on our organ back in 1991. The label is Koch International Classics.

Procession with Carols on Advent Sunéaiie traditional Advent service appears here, recorded in thg
very building for which it was originally wr
It includes the entire service with hymns, readings, and carols, and is recorded on the Capitol label

An Advent Concert of Music by Baéland lastly, for something a bit different, this is a DVD of a conc
recorded in the Kloster Melk Benedictine monastery in Austria with the Concentus Musicus Vienna,

Arnold Schoenberg Choir with soloists, and conducted by Nikolaus Harnoncourt. The label is Kultlt.
can

Any of these recordings can be located on Amazon by simply typing in the title for a search. Or, yo
just type in O0OAdventdé and find even more rec
listening!

Charles Snider
choirmaster@stmarksglenellyn.org
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The Annual St. Nicholas Lunch
Sunday Decembéf, 8loon 1:45 p.m.

Join your St. Markdos family for a Sunday | un
Nicholas. This is a paristide event for all, but especially for families with younger

children. St. Nicholas will tell us his life story and he will also be available to talk with the

children about their Christmas hopes.

*Lunch is free, but all who attend are asked to bring an unwrapped toy or $1%- $20

gi ft card (Target, Ol d Navy, etc.) for the P
Christmas program. Your gifts will be available for PRC clients to select as Christmas gifts

for their children. Over 750 families will be served through this program this December!

A sign up for attendance is on the table in the NarthexIf you can not attend the event, you are
wel come to still drop a toy or gift card in

Contact Marsha Webster ahildrensministry@stmarksglenellyrgor
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