
F
ro

m
 o

u
r 

R
e

ct
o

r
 

March 
2009 

POSTMARK 
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Important News at the Annual Meeting 
 
At the annual meeting on January 24, in addition to the usual business of elections and 
committee reports, Kim Reed, Dick Anstee and David Funck spoke about our financial 
challenges. They presented a recap of the past ten years, a description of the size and 
composition of our debt, and the results of our recent visioning effort. The conclusion of the 
presentation is the clear need for a Capital Campaign to help pay down the $2.4 million 
debt left by the 2004 building project.   
 
Earlier in the year, a discussion with the Diocese of Chicago led to an agreement that it 
would match what we raise, dollar for dollar, up to $600,000. This shows significant support 
and confidence from the Diocese, and it means that with $600,000 raised at St. Markõs and 
$600,000 matched from the Diocese, we can cut our debt in half. 
 
Paying down our debt is essential. Our debt service amounts to over $190,000 a year. This 
is a huge burden on our budget and it is the reason we have run deficits in recent years. The 
parish has been able to make it this far through the generous annual giving supplemented by 
the use of a reserve fund. However, that fund will run out in 2013 or early 2014.  
 
The presentation was followed by good questions and encouraging observations. In the days 
and weeks ahead, your input and involvement is needed and is critical to the campaignõs 
success. òQ and Aó boards will be set up in the church so that parish members can post 
their questions and the Campaign leadership can follow up and respond.  
 
Planning for the Campaign is now underway. Strong leaders have already stepped up to 
help.  Dick Anstee & Julie Carson have agreed to co-chair the campaign. Jeff Linstrom, 
Rebecca Boskovic, Andrew Dorn, Ellie Dunham, Julie Walor, and Kim Toliver are also 
chairing various committees, and you will be hearing more from them soon. If they ask for 
your help, I hope you will say yes. 
 
Links to the annual report and to Kim, Dick and Davidõs presentation are available on the St. 
Markõs web site. See page 11 for more information about the Campaign. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

     George+  
 

~Ash Wednesday is February 17th, services are at 7 a.m., noon, and 7:30 p.m.~ 
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On the Liturgy 
 
 
Lent begins Ash Wednesday, six and one half weeks before Easter.   From the very beginning of the Church's 
history, the period of Easter has been celebrated as the triumph of the Incarnate God over the forces of sin and 
death.  Also from that time, the period prior to Easter has been marked by prayer, fasting, self-examination, 
and discipline.  This period, called Lent (from the old English word for Spring), prepares us for the Lordõs 
suffering and death at Calvary and for his victory. Lent has its origins in the rule of the early church that 
converts must be given a rigorous preparation in the faith, marked by study and by special discipline, prior to 
their baptism on Easter Sunday.  The forty days of Lenten preparation are mentioned as early as the Council of 
Nicea in 325 AD.  Within a short time, this opportunity for preparation for the Lord's Resurrection was open 
even to "veteran" Christians. Lent contains the forty days between Ash Wednesday and Easter, but does not 
include Sundays.  Sundays are not Sundays òof Lent,ó but òin Lent;ó even Sundays in Lent are feast days.   
 
The ashes imposed on believers on Ash Wednesday portray in a moving fashion our mortality and penitence.   
As we walk the way of Lent, we open our lives to the Lord's purifying scrutiny and widen the scope of His 
resurrection power in our lives.  In Lent, look for changes in the service as we move into a more somber, 
reflective mode.  In Lent we say farewell for a time to the Alleluia, the ancient Christian acclamation of Christ's 
victory, to attend with sobriety to how we fall short of manifesting this victory in our daily lives.  Lent is a time 
of self-examination, a time when we can say with the Psalmist,  " I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me." (Psalm 51:3). An excellent explanation of Lent can be found in the Ash Wednesday liturgy, pp. 264-
5 of the Book of Common Prayer.  

--David Fletcher 
david.b.fletcher@wheaton.edu 

Creativity Corner Starts Up Again 
in April for 6 Fun-Filled Sessions! 

Creativity Corner, a fun fine arts class for 3 and 4 year olds, is returning for a spring session.  The hour-long 
classes will be held on Wednesday afternoons (time to be announced), and the first of six sessions will begin 
April 7 and go through to May 12! Our Creativity Corner arts teachers, Marsha Webster, Reeny Linstrom, 
and Kathy O'Rourke, will continue using the Reggio Emilia philosophy in planning and teaching these classes, 
classes that are a preview of what we anticipate for the St. Mark's Preschool, scheduled to open Fall 
2010.  For more information email creativitycorner@stmarksglenellyn.org. 

mailto:creativitycorner@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Missioner Update: Holding Haiti in Torbeck! 
 
 
 

Note:  Mallory wrote this before the January earthquake.  She made it safely back to the U.S. and will continue 
to update her blog.  

 

In Octoberõs PostMark I wrote about my surprise in learning that I already had connections with Haiti through 
St. Markõs. I mentioned that St. Markõs had a past relationship with a parish in Torbeck, Haiti and that there 
was a mission trip to this church and school in 1993. It was my hope that while in Haiti I would be able to see 
some of the same things that the parishioners saw in 1993. I was excited for the opportunity, as one participant 
on the mission trip said, to see beyond the labels and preconceived ideas of the country and get to know the 
people, see the hardships, joys and beauties of Haiti. I think in my 3 months here I have been able to begin to 
do just that. But thatõs not what I wanted to write to you about. I wanted to tell you all that I had a chance to 
go to Torbeck!  
 
As part of my work here sometimes I accompany American partners on their trips to their partner parish and 
help answer any questions and what not. So I was able to accompany a group from Atlanta as they traveled to 
Les Cayes and Torbeck. The group had never been to Haiti and were here looking for a potential partner 
relationship for their parish. I have to say that there was something kind of cool about being able to help a 
church look for a new partner relationship in an area where my church had a past relationship. 
 
I really enjoyed the experience, if for no other reason than Torbeck and Les Cayes are beautiful and it gave me 
a chance to get outside of Port au Prince. But more importantly, I appreciated the opportunity to see Haiti 
through the eyes of these visiting Americans. To watch throughout the week as they continued to have 
expectations confirmed or were surprised by things they never thought of. Living here, sometimes it can be 
easy to dismiss aspects of everyday Haitian life as something you see each day, but being with this group 
allowed me to appreciate what I was seeing so much more. It was also wonderful to see the groupõs opinion of 
Haiti as a poor place that Americans should feel bad for, to a place that is full of hope, that is exciting and a 
place wanted to be connected to.  
 
Needless to say, my experience in Torbeck re-energized me and my ministry here in Haiti.  
 

  -Mallory Holding 
   
You can also keep up with my experience in Haiti through my blog at http://holdinghaiti.blogspot.com and 
please feel free to email me at mallory.holding@gmail.com with your comments and suggestions. 

http://holdinghaiti.blogspot.com/
mailto:mallory.holding@gmail.com
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Questions?  Contact Marsha Webster at childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org 
 

CHICAGO DIOCESE SUMMER CAMP  
Looking for quality day camp options for your children or youth?   The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is offering 
4 choices for summer camp: 
Session I  June 27th  ð July 2nd  òMixed Age Campó for  3rd through 7th graders 
Session I June 27th  ð 29th    òIntroduction to Campó for  2nd  and 3rd graders 
Session II July 4th ð 9th òMiddler Campó for 3rd ð 7th graders 
Session III July 11th ð 16th òJr. High and High School Campó for  7th ð 10th graders  
 

Accommodations are at the YMCA Camp Algonquin.  Camp brochures are available on the table in the 
narthex.  Additional information and registration forms can be found at www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-
camp .  The fees for full week camps are $500, if paid by Feb. 15; $550 thereafter until May 15th.   The fees for 
the Introduction to Camp will be $250, if paid by Feb. 15; $300 until May 15th.   
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SAVE THE DATE!! 
VBS this year will take place August 2nd ð 6th, 9:30 ð Noon.  Pre-registration will be offered this spring.   
 

TREBLE CHOIR 
St. Markõs Treble Choir will again participate in TrebleFest, a music clinic sponsored by the Diocese of Chicago 
and hosted at St. James Cathedral.   All children and youth, grades 4 through senior high, are welcome to be a 
part of the Treble Choir.  We rehearse on Sundays, 11:25 a.m. ð 12:15 p.m., and we sing during the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service once a month.   
 

We are also looking for volunteers to help spruce up our Treble Choir vestments.  Several of our cassocks are 
in need of buttons and all of our vestments need to be cleaned!  If you can participate in this project, please 
contact Marsha Webster.   
 

Bible Stories for Parentsé 
Do you know what your children are doing in Sunday School?  Join Pastor Robin on Feb. 14th, March 7th, 
April 11th and May 2nd at 9:30 a.m. in St. Markõs Caf® for a 30 minute overview of the stories your 
children are hearing this month. She will share the essence of each story with cultural background as 
well as anticipate what questions each age child might be asking. No need to register or even leave the 
coffee area!  Reinforce the Sunday school lesson with family discussion.  Encourage your own interest in 
Bible exploration.   Spend time with other parents discussing Christian child rearing! 

LENTEN SERIES µ Ohukls°z'Tlzzpho 
 

On Wednesday, March 10th, Tanya and Jerry Carey will lead a program built around the Easter selections in 
Handelõs Messiah.  This program will be offered in conjunction with our mid-week Lenten series.   Singers and 

instrumentalists are invited to participate.   
Rehearsals for the program will be held on 2 Sundays, Feb. 28 and March 7, 1:30 ð 3:30 p.m.   Those interested 

in participating should contact Tanya or Jerry at tlcarey@ameritech.net or 630/790-8313.   

mailto:childrensministry@stmarksglenellyn.org
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp
http://www.episcopalchicago.org/summer-camp
mailto:tlcarey@ameritech.net
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Youth Update  
 

Thank you to Marylu Olsen for hosting the 7/8th grade youth in her home for our Progressive Christmas 
dinner and grab bag exchange on December 21st. The High School youth participated in this event as well, 
enjoying food and games at Elizabeth Molitorsõ home. Thanks, also, to all of the parents who contributed 
appetizers or desserts for the evening. There was terrific turnout and lots of enthusiastic participation. 
 

Upcoming Events for 7/8th grade youth: 
We are planning a visit to Etz Chaim, a Jewish congregation in Lombard (on February 26th, from 7:30 to 
11 p.m.); 
We will be doing laser tag at Laser Quest on Butterfield Rd., Lombard on February 21st from 5-8 p.m. 
Details about transportation, cost, etc. will be emailed to all 7/8th grade parents. (If you canõt make that 
date, we also have reservations at Laser Quest on March 7th); 
We need youth to help out with child care at the Drop & Shop event on February 27th; 
And there are openings for four youth to serve at PADS at First Congregational Church on February 28th 
from 6-8 p.m. (St. Markõs youth will have another opportunity to serve at PADS on April 11th as well.) 

 

Upcoming Events for High School youth: 
We will be doing laser tag at Laser Quest on Butterfield Rd., Lombard on February 21st from 5-8 p.m. 
Details about transportation, cost, etc. will be emailed to all parents of High School youth. (If you canõt 
make that date, we also have reservations at Laser Quest on March 7th); 
We need youth to help out with child care at the Drop & Shop event on February 27th; 
There are openings for four youth to serve at PADS at First Congregational Church on February 28th 
from 6-8 p.m. (St. Markõs youth will have another opportunity to serve at PADS on April 11th as well); 
And, although this date seems very far away, please block out Saturday, April 17th for Paintball at 
Promised Land Paintball park in Trevor, Wisconsin. This will be an all-day event, leaving St. Markõs at 8 
a.m. and returning at around 6 p.m. Further details to come as the date gets closer. 

 

Blythe and Basement Boys welcome new participants at any time! This month, Blythe will meet February 
3rd, 10th and 24th; Basement Boys will meet on February 10th and 24th. 
 

Facebook and Texting - please help us communicate with you. Weõre trying to figure out the best way to 
communicate with the Middle School and High School Youth. If you are a member of Facebook, please 
consider adding the group òSaint Markõs Glen Ellyn Senior High Youthó or òSt. Marksõs Middle School Youth 
Groupó to your profile ð that way we can post events and event updates, and youõll get the information. Also, 
we would like to gather kidsõ cell phone numbers, in order to be able to text updates and reminders. If that is 
information youõd be able share, please send the youthõs name and number to Elizabeth Molitors at 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
 

Diocesan Youth Events - Happening #90 (for High School youth), March 5 - 7, 2010, at St. Chrysostom's, 
Chicago. Summer Camp at Camp Algonquin ð Please see the brochures and application forms on the table in 
the narthex for further information about the diocesan summer youth camp. If youõre interested in any of these 
events, please contact Elizabeth Molitors for further information and/or the application and permission forms: 
associaterector@stmarksglenellyn.org.  

mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenelly.org
mailto:associaterector@stmarksglenelly.org
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2010 Lenten & Easter Calendar 

 
 

Putting Our Spirituality into Practice 
 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
February 16, 2010 
6:00 p.m.  Burning of the Palms, front steps of the Church. Pancake supper follows in Mahon 
Hall 

 
Ash Wednesday ð Service of Ashes 

February 17, 2010 
7:00 a.m. ð Church 
12:00 noon ð Church 
7:30 p.m. ð Church sanctuary, with the Adult Choir 
 

St. Markõs Talent Show Benefit 
Friday, March 5, 2010 
7:00 p.m.  Come for an evening of fun and entertainment. All are invited to share their talent ð
grade 4 through adults. Proceeds raised will benefit the new St. Markõs preschool.  
 

Evensong with Bishop Lee    
Sunday, March 14, 2010 
6:00 p.m.  Evensong service, followed by a festive dinner. Nursery care offered as well as dinner 
and program for children ages 5 through 8. 

 
Womenõs Retreat 

Friday, March 19th ð Sunday, March 21st 
HeartSpa at the Abbey Resort and Spa. All women are welcome; advance reservation required. 
 

Musical Recital Series 
Sunday, March 21st 
4:00 p.m.  Harp and guitar recital with Mark Brewer and Jason Deroche. 

 
Mid-Week Programs throughout Lent 

Every Wednesday, Rite II Eucharist at 12 noon.  
Brown bag lunch and exploration of scripture follows on select Wednesdays (February 10th, 24th ; 
March 10th , 24th) 

 
Stations of the Cross, Fridays at 7:00 p.m.  
February 19th, 26th, March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  

 
 
 
 

 
*Nursery care available. 
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Wednesday, February 24th ð Hunger Banquet* 
6:15 ð 7:45 p.m.  Join us for a surprise dinner and rich discussion. Participants will receive 
different meals based on the proportion of people in the world who live in either wealth or 
extreme poverty. 
 
Wednesday, March 3rd ð Spiritual Practices* 
6:15 ð 7:45 p.m.  Soup supper followed by a program about Spiritual Practices.   

 
Wednesday, March 10th ð The Messiah* 
6:15 ð 7:45 p.m.  Soup supper, followed by a program featuring the Easter sections from 
Handelõs Messiah.   This will be an informative and intergenerational evening. 

 
Wednesday, March 17th ð Labyrinth* 
6:15 ð 7:45 p.m.  Soup supper, followed by the opportunity to walk a portable labyrinth set up in 
Mahon Hall. 

 
Wednesday, March 24th ð Seder Meal* 
6:15 ð 7:45 p.m.  Instructed Seder meal in Mahon Hall. 

 
Holy Week 

March 28th   Palm Sunday 
8:00 a.m.   Rite I Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Procession of the Palms and Rite II Eucharist begins in the lower parking 

lot, weather permitting. 
      
March 29th  Monday in Holy Week  
12:00 noon  Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 
 
March 30th  Tuesday in Holy Week 
12:00 noon  Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 
 
March 31st   Wednesday in Holy Week 
12:00 noon  Rite II Eucharist, Chapel 
 
April 1st   Holy Thursday 
6:15 p.m. *  Agape meal, followed by Rite II Eucharist 
9:00 p.m. ð 7:00 a.m. Watch in the Chapel  
 
April 2nd   Good Friday 
12 noon   Service for children, led by Pastor Robin  
7:30 p.m.* Stations of the Cross followed by Eucharist from reserve sacrament  
 
April 3rd   Easter Vigil 
7:30 p.m.*  The Great Vigil of Easter, with reception to follow.  
 
April 4th   Easter Day 
9:00 a.m.  Rite II Eucharist; egg hunt for children follows 
11:15 a.m. Rite II Eucharist with brass and adult choir; egg hunt for children follows. 

 
 

*Nursery care available.. 
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St. Markõs Talent Night 
Friday, March 5th - 7:00 pm - Mahon Hall  

What is your talent?  

  voice, comedy/jokes, dance, demos, poetry, piano, mimeé 

Open to acts ages 4 th  grade to adult  

$5 fee per act to register (acts under 5 minutes only, please)  

Open donation at door appreciated. All proceeds to benefit St. Markõs Preschool 
 

Contact Marsha Webster at childrensminstry@stmarksglenellyn.org  
 

 Name      Talent      Email and phone  

1.  

 
Please return form to the St. Markõs Office. All entries must be received by Friday, February 26, 2010 

Priority will be given to St. Markõs parishioners. $5 fee per act and acts must be under 5 minutes 

 

Parent Signature _______________________________ Parental Signature required for participants under 14  

 

2.   

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT ST. MARKõS WOMENõS RETREAT 
MARCH 19 -21, 2010 

Caring for Your Self ñHeart, Mind, Body, and Soul  
 

Please complete this form and submit with full payment (non-refundable) by February 14, 2010. You may hand into the office or mail 
to:  Fiona Miller, 1765 Maple Lane, Wheaton, IL 60187.  Checks should be made payable to St. Markõs. (Refunds for cancellation only 
available if replacement is found.)   
 

NAME                
 
ADDRESS               
 
TELEPHONE        E-MAIL        
 
EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME AND TELEPHONE #        
 

ROOM ARRANGEMENTS  (Requests for single rooms will be honored on a space- available basis. Please list your 
preference for roommate, if you have one.) 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ($220 per person) Roommate request  _____________________________________ 
SINGLE OCCUPANCY $320 (per person)  
Prices include facility and room charges, breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, and lunch and dinner on Saturday.  
Also included is admission to the Avani Spa all-day Saturday, March 20. 

 
DIETARY RESTRICTIONS:  ________________________________________________________ 
 

Please contact Fiona Miller (fionam@comcast.net or 630-510-3077) with questions about registration. 

mailto:childrensminstry@stmarksglenellyn.org
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Event Date Key Sponsors Beneficiary  Notes 
Amount Raised  

2008  2009  

Mosquito Nets Jan Barb Newsom Nets 4 Life Jan, 2009 was initial n/a  $2,100  

Cake Auction Jan Andrew Dorn SE Mexico Trip     $2,250  

UTO Blue Boxes Spring Elizabeth Lewis UTO   $700  $653  

Crop Walk Spring Paul Flynn Church World Ser-
vice 

   $1,266 $1,242  

Spring Plant Sale April  Julie Carson SE Mexico Trip     $800  

Spring Jazz Concert May Angela Adkins Glen Ellyn Walk In 
Ministry  

  $1,000  $4,531  

Mother's Day Rose 
Sale 

May Bud Zwiebel, Andrew 
Dorn 

SE Mexico Trip     $1,000  

Cinco de Mayo Din-
ner 

May Kim Reed SE Mexico Trip     $3,500  

PADS Shelter Summer Brian and Cindy 
Stepien 

PADS Dollars estimated on 
3 meals ($20 total) x 
60 guests 

$3,600  $5,000  

School Supplies August Don Sutherland 3Ô 'ÒÅÇÏÒÙȭÓ   $4,000  $1,500  

St. Leonards Coat 
Collection 

October Don Sutherland   ρυ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÁÔÓ   $300  

Pumpkin Patch October Joe Campagna, Phil 
Adler 

PADS / Native 
American Farmers 

Dollar amount: 1/3 
for PADS 

$17,000  $15,239  

Sleep Out Sat. Nov Leo Lanzillo Bridge Communi-
ties 

  $235  $600  

Unicef Nov Laura McGovern Unicef   $270  $132  

Christmas Baskets Dec Ginnie Judd Cathedral Shelter $ estimated on avg 
per family 

$10,000  $10,000  

Children's Concert Dec Jill Bednas GE Food Pantry With Jim Gill $750  $100  

St Nick's Brunch Dec Marsha Webster PRC   $350  $600  

Food Collection All Year Adrian Buchanan GE Food Pantry     $2,000  

PADS Lunches All Year Reeny Linstrom PADS       

Annual Support All Year St Marks Chicago Diocese    $31,500 $33,500  

              

      Totals:    $70,671  $85,047  
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Book Group 
 

We will meet at 3:00 p.m. at the home of Dianne Hunter and Steve Curtis on February 7, 2010.  Our book 
is John Steinbeckõs The Grapes of Wrath.    Some say The Grapes of Wrath, with a title extracted from 
Deuteronomy and a setting of the Dust Bowl period, has a great deal of relevance to our contemporary 

situation in the United States.  Join us é read it again and see what you think.  The Penguin Classics version 
comes with lots of notes.  RSVP Dianne: 630.730.1770.  

Slu{°z'Sp{{sl'Is|l'Iv lz 

 
St. Markõs is again proudly participating in the United Thank Offering (òUTOó) Program.  Those little 

Blue Boxes will be passed out on Sunday, February 21st.  You may also pick up a Blue Box from the office.  
Take them home and then take a moment each day to say a prayer of thanksgiving for your blessings and put a 
coin or two into your Blue Box.  UTO is a ministry of thankfulness.  That ministry is manifested as our prayers 
of gratitude strengthen our personal relationship with God, and as our thank offerings help fill the needs of 
others.  Every penny found on the sidewalk, in your sofa cushions, or clanking around in your laundry counts!  
Our parish goal is to raise $1000 by our Sunday, April 11th collection through pennies, nickels, dimes and 
quarters.  We have done it before and we can do it again. 
 As Episcopalians, we can be so proud of UTO, not only for what it does, but for how it does it.  100% 
of the Blue Box offering is granted for projects and programs that address compelling human needs and expand 
the mission and ministry of the Church locally, nationally, and internationally.  Our 
spare change has amounted to $3 million in grants annually!  Our pennies have built 
access ramps at churches, purchased playground equipment and buses for at risk 
children, established medical clinics, and given someone a clean glass of water.  
Offerings made in 2010 will be granted in 2011 for projects to be completed in 2012. 
 Please join us as we count our blessings here at St. Marks and give thanks with 
our offerings.  To a grateful heart, everything is a gift from God for which we give 
thanks.  If you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth Lewis. 

Amazon Purchases Contribute to St. Mark's Ministries 
 

Did you know that you can contribute to St. Mark's with every purchase you make on Amazon.com?  When 
you start your shopping at St. Mark's Links page ( http://stmarksglenellyn.org/links2.htm ) and use the Amazon 
search box there to access Amazon's website, St. Mark's earns a sales commission on everything you buy.  In 

2009, we earned almost $650 from people who shopped this way. 
Amazon carries an amazing variety of products, way beyond books and music.  Pet items, appliances, home and 

garden goods, clothing, tools, cameras, printer ink, health and beauty products, food, vitamins - even the 
kitchen sink.  And a faucet and the cabinet to go with it. 

Anyone, not just St. Mark's parishioners, may do this, so please tell your friends. 

http://amazon.com/
http://stmarksglenellyn.org/links2.htm
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Visioning / Capital Campaign 

One of the most significant parish activities of 2009 was a visioning process to help us chart a course for St. 
Markõs second 100 years.  The visioning process confirmed that St. Markõs is a vibrant, growing parish, rooted 
in baptism, living our faith through our core values of worship, education and service.  So many dreams for the 
future were revealed. 
 

For the parish, you envisioned a robust music program with expanded choirs and more variety of 
worship services. You envisioned more programs for children and young adults. 
 
For the community, you envisioned involvement in the arts, expanded services to provide food and 
shelter to the homeless. You envisioned a pre-school based at St. Markõs that serves children in our 
local area.  

 
For the world, you envisioned expanding our relationship with San Marcos in Mexico, you envisioned 
forming new ties with global partners who labor for Christ in the poorest and most neglected cities and 
neighborhoods on earth. 

 

In order to make our visioning a reality, we have chosen to begin a capital campaign.  Is the funding available? 
Yes, but it is being held hostage to servicing our debt. We need to cast off our debt and liberate the funding 
needed to begin our second hundred years as the vibrant parish that you envisioned. Because of the building 
program of 2004, St. Markõs is blessed with a welcoming parish hall and a safe and secure place for many 
wonderful events. But it has also left us with a debt of $2.4 million. Servicing this debt, including payments of 
principal and interest, drains $195,000 each year from the operating budget. In 2009, the Diocese of Chicago 
indicated its support of St. Markõs growing programs by a dollar-for-dollar matching for any money we raise to 
retire our debt, up to $600,000.  We remember that our Lord says that his yoke is easy, and with his guidance 
we can rise to the challenge of paying down our debt and re-directing these funds. For every $1,000 of debt 
that we repay, we lower our debt service by nearly $80. During 2010, our goal is to raise the $600,000 that 
would enable us to receive the matching total of $600,000 from the Diocese. 
 

Dick Anstee treasurer@stmarksglenellyn.org 
Julie Carson carson654@comcast.net 

Drop & Shop  
Saturday February 27th ́ Spaces still available! 

 

Come one, come all and drop your little ones for a fun morning of activities, crafts and a movie at St. Markõs on 
Saturday Feb. 27th, 9am-1pm! What is a Drop & Shop? Well, itõs a chance to get a few hours to yourself to 
shop, relax or finish that project around the house while your kids are safe and having fun. 
 

Adults, along with members of the 7/8th grade and high school youth groups, will be watching the children 
while you have fun, too. We have 20 slots still open; please email Penny Taback at 
pennytaback@hotmail.com to reserve your space. There is no charge but a donation on the day of the Drop 
& Shop is recommended. Proceeds will go to the St. Markõs youth groups and the St. Mark's PreSchool. 
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Sign Up Now on Our 2010/2011 Interest List! 

3 Year Old/4 Year Old Combined Class  ́15 Spaces 
 

St. Markõs is planning to open its own preschool, St. Markõs Preschool, in September of 2010.  We will begin 
with one class of 15 three and four year olds and hope to grow and add classes each year. The class will be 

offered three mornings a week, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  The anticipated cost is $21 per class.  We 
are currently in the process of generating an interest list.  To add your childõs name to the interest list, please 

contact St. Markõs front office at 630-858-1020 or email frontdesk@stmarksglenellyn.org. 
If questions, contact Kim Reed, kimreed@wowway.com, or Cindy Flynn notnowkato@gmail.com. 

Printed on recycled paper. 


